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1. Introduction
In SA4 meeting in Erlangen, it was agreed to use common noise files for the EVS qualification phase. On the other hand, it was turned out that the host lab can’t provide their own noise files to all listening labs as common noise files.
2. Proposal

The sources propose to apply any of following options:
Option A:

· An independent entity provides noise files for all listening tests. The statistic information of those files (i.e., r.m.s. values and long term frequency characteristics with and without frequency masks, etc.) will also be provided.

· Those files are made available to listening labs for crosscheck phase and they will be used for the listening test.
Option B:
· All PCs (proponent companies) should provide three different types of noise files (car noise, office noise, street noise). The duration of those noise files should be longer than [x] sec sampled at 48 kHz, in 16 bits linear PCM format. This results in 13 different noise files for each noise type. The statistic information of proposed files (i.e., r.m.s values and long term frequency characteristics with/without potential frequency masks [MSIN, HP50_48kHz], etc.) should also be provided along with the files.
· Host lab will blind those 13 x 3 files and forward the statistic information to all PCs.
· Host lab will select one file per bandwidth (e.g., one office noise file for the Experiment C NB/noisy speech) and will all provide those files to listening labs after the submission date of candidate executables and it will be used for the listening test.

Option C:

· All PCs (proponent companies) should provide three different types of noise files (car noise, office noise, street noise). The duration of those noise files should be longer than [x] sec. This results in 13 different noise files on each noise type.

· Host lab will blind those 13 x 3 files and make them available to all PCs.

Statistic information can be measured by each PC.

· Host lab will select one file per each bandwidth and will provide those files to listening labs for the listening test.

3. Discussion
Characteristic information should be made available so that EVS SWG can finalize SNR issues for EVS-3 document in SA4#70 meeting.

Objective testing such as VAD should also be able to make use of these noise files. Note that this objective testing works only on Option C.

If all PCs agreed to pay certain amount of money, NTT will ask if NTT-AT can provide newly recorded noise database.
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