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Introduction
This document makes a proposal on principles to be applied when deciding how to prioritise the testing of EVS codec performance requirements and objectives during the different phases of the EVS codec standardization. In the setting of priorities the mandatory, recommended or optional status of the features within the EVS codec is taken into account. 

Proposal

While it would be desirable to make a comprehensive subjective testing of all features of the EVS codec candidates during all phases of the EVS codec standardization, it is generally accepted that this is not economically feasible. Hence, priorities must be set in each of the testing phases of the EVS codec standardization: qualification, selection and characterization. Such a prioritization has to take into account the importance of the tested feature, i.e. whether it is mandatory, recommended or optional. And it has to take into account whether a requirement is assessed or an objective. 
In addition, and as a follow-up on the discussion during SA4#67, it should be ensured that no requirements of mandatory or recommended features should be left for testing during EVS codec characterization. 
When setting testing priorities it is hence suggested to apply the following major principles

· Testing of requirements is always more important than testing of objectives

· Testing of mandatory features is more important than testing of recommended features

· Optional features are allowed but not recommended. Their existence and performance is irrelevant for codec qualification or selection. Their testing should be prioritized during characterization in order to ensure that the respective optional feature at the considered operation point can be endorsed for inclusion into the final EVS codec specifications.

· The codec selection shall endeavor to test all requirements of mandatory and recommended features. Any requirement that for practical (testplan) reasons cannot be tested during codec selection will subsequently be treated as an objective.
It is proposed to add these abovementioned principles to the EVS performance requirements document EVS-3. 
In addition it is proposed to add the following table as a template that should be used to specify sets of codec conditions with associated priority (high to low). It is suggested to populate the table in an editing session in the EVS SWG.  
	
	Qualification
	Selection
	Characterization

	Mandatory features
	Requirements: 
Set [tbd] tested with prio [tbd]
	Requirements: 
Set [tbd] tested with prio [tbd]
	Requirements: 
None

	
	Objectives: 
Set [tbd] tested with prio [tbd]
	Objectives: 
Set [tbd] tested with prio [tbd]
	Objectives:
Set [tbd] tested with prio [tbd]

	Recommended features
	Requirements: 
Set [tbd] tested with prio [tbd]
	Requirements: 
Set [tbd] tested with prio [tbd]
	Requirements: 
None

	
	Objectives: 
Set [tbd] tested with prio [tbd]
	Objectives: 
Set [tbd] tested with prio [tbd]
	Objectives: 

Set [tbd] tested with prio [tbd]

	Optional features
	Requirements: 
Not tested
	Requirements: 
Not tested
	Requirements: 
Set [tbd] tested with prio [tbd]

	
	Objectives: 
Not tested
	Objectives: 
Not tested
	




Page: 2/2


Page: 3/3

