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1. Introduction

This document contains a proposal for the basic submission procedure for qualification and the related cost sharing as well as a list of questions that need to be decided by SA4. 
2. Proposal to separate funding of Qualification testing 
The source proposes that the funding commitment of the qualification phase and the subsequent selection and characterization phases is separated. This allows qualification to take place while various details on the subsequent phases (with a significant impact on funding) remain under discussion. This procedure was used in earlier 3GPP standardizations, like AMR-WB [1]. 
The funding required for selection and characterizations depends on factors like:

· The number of candidates permitted for selection

· The number of experiments conducted for selection and characterization and the size of each experiment
· The number of crosscheck labs for each experiment

· The test methodology for each experiment

All of these factors are undetermined as of today and are likely to be under further discussion for several months. In order to keep the timeline of the EVS standardization it is therefore proposed to spin off the funding of the qualification phase so that Qualification can take place while the above factors are being determined. 

3. List of open questions
The source proposes to answer the questions below one-by-one and document the answers in the sub group working report. The source further proposes to produce a permanent document w.r.t. LoI based on the minutes of the sub group working report
3.1
Definitions

· What is a Proponent?
Is Proponent defined as “a single company or a consortium of companies jointly submitting one (or more, see below) candidate codec(s)”
3.2
LoI

· Who has to submit an LoI? 
Is it per company, per proponent or per candidate?

· What are the obligations specified in the LoI besides the commitment to fund?

· Who drafts the LoI?

3.3
Funding

· When can we expect the cost for the selection and characterization tests to be determined? 

3.4
Qualification Phase

· Can a Proponent submit multiple candidate codes for Qualification?
· How is the cost of Qualification shared?
3.5
Post-Qualification

· How many candidates will be permitted to enter selection?

· How is the cost of Selection and Characterization shared?

4. Summary
This document proposes that the funding commitment of the qualification phase and the subsequent selection and characterization phases is separated. In addition, this document request that the list of open questions on the LoI is answered one-by-one and documented in the sub group working report. The source proposes to produce a permanent document w.r.t. LoI based on the minutes of the sub group working report
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