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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks SA3 for their LS S2-093100/S3-090599.
SA2 had the discussion about this issue of fetching context and would like to give the below clarification for questions from SA3.
1. SA3 would like to ask SA2 whether this understanding is correct and to confirm that additional fetching of context is a very infrequent case. SA2 notes that in SA3’s LS it is said that
A possible reason for low frequency of double fetching, that was mentioned in SA3’s discussion, is that even if the MME pool is very large, the current MME pool mechanism can ensure that UE always attaches to the same MME when UE moves back to E-UTRAN.
The current mechanism in SA2 can make sure that UE always attaches to the same core network node when UE moves back to the previous pool area no matter the pool size is large or small. For this case TS 23.401 specifies: “For a combined MME/SGSN the eNB is configured to route the MME‑code(s) of this combined node to the same combined node. This eNB is also configured to route MME‑code(s) of GUTIs that are generated by the UE's mapping of the P‑TMSIs allocated by the combined node. Such an eNB configuration may also be used for separate nodes to avoid changing nodes in the pool caused by inter RAT mobility.”
Further, SA2 confirm that additional fetching of context is a very infrequent case. The fetching of UE context from two CN nodes was evaluated by SA2 during early specification phase but not adopted. All stage 2 procedures are intentionally designed with fetching UE context from a single node only. Changing TS 23.401 Rel-8 at this stage to optimise some rare cases is not feasible from SA2 point of view.
2.   Whether the inconsistent understandings between SA2 and SA3 exist for UE HO in active mode? 
SA2 want to clarify that the subsequent TAU after handover is only a subset of TA update procedure and will not fetch any context from any node because the context was already transferred during the handover preparation phase.
2. Actions:

To SA WG3:
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests SA3 to take the above information into account and do the corresponding actions.
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