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From: 
Stuart J. Kerry ( stuart@ok-brit.com ), Chair, IEEE 802.11 Working Group

To: Valtteri Niemi ( valtteri.niemi@nokia.com ), Chair, 3GPP SA3

Title: IEEE 802.11u requirement on MAC Address Anonymity 

Dear Valtteri,

The IEEE 802.11 WG would like to thank 3GPP SA3 for their liaison of October 31, 2006 (S3-060806.doc) continuing the dialogue regarding IEEE 802.11u requirements in regard to MAC Address Anonymity.

IEEE 802.11u is concerned that the MAC address is fundamental to the operation of an IEEE 802.11 WLAN.  Many IEEE 802.11 network operations are bound to the MAC address, including such vital operations as security and network control.  IEEE 802.11u is further concerned that changing such a fundamental component of the standard has an unknown and potentially very large effect on the entire IEEE 802.11 standard.  IEEE 802.11u anticipates that such a major change would be defeated by the IEEE 802.11 Working Group without significant justification.
Without such justification, IEEE 802.11u has removed the requirement for MAC address anonymity from its objectives in order to move to a review of its working document.  IEEE 802.11u invites participation from 3GPP SA3 in its review, which is anticipated to begin at the next IEEE 802.11 meeting.  Any comments provided by 3GPP SA3 would receive serious consideration.
We look forward to additional discussions, and invite you to send feedback for the IEEE 802.11u review and possibly attend future IEEE 802.11 face-to-face meetings to discuss the working draft, if so desired.  The next two IEEE 802.11 meetings are January 14th -19th  2007, London, UK, and March 11th -16th 2007, Orlando, Florida, USA.

For your reference, ANSI/IEEE Std. 802.11-1999, as amended by IEEE Std. 802.11a, IEEE Std. 802.11b, IEEE Std. 802.11b-COR1, IEEE Std. 802.11d, IEEE Std. 802.11g-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11h-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11i-2004, IEEE Std. 802.11j-2004 is the current version of the IEEE 802.11 Standard.

Please contact Stuart J. Kerry, IEEE 802.11 Working Group chair, together with Stephen McCann, the IEEE 802.11u chair with any questions.

Best Regards,

Stuart J. Kerry
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Stuart J. Kerry

stuart.kerry@philips.com  

+1 408 474 7356

Stephen McCann

stephen.mccann@roke.co.uk

+44 1794 833341
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Liaison letter which discusses the removal of the MAC Address Anonymity requirement within IEEE 802.11u (Interworking with External Networks)
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