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Subject: 3GPP Cipher evaluation

Source: Chairman S3

Dear SA3 member,

You will recall we decided that, as part of the design of the 3GPP cipher, SAGE should seek an independent evaluation of its cryptographic strength.

In light of discussions with SAGE, and in view of a Euro 40,000 budget, it would be appropriate to let contracts with two evaluators.

The evaluations will take place in November, will be confined to the cryptographic strength of the algorithm, and will be let under an ETSI

contract.

Attached you will find

1)      a draft terms of reference for the evaluation

2)      a draft letter to be sent out to a list of suitable candidates

inviting them to consider applying for the work

3)      a draft list of suitable candidates

I intend to send the letter out immediately after our meeting on the 29th

September-October.  We will review the attachments briefly at that meeting,

so please be prepared with comments or additional names.

I am copying this to Adrian so that he can start to prepare the contract.

Regards,

Professor Michael Walker

