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At the SMG1 meeting in Quebec 5th - 6th July the latest version of the Follow Me stage 1 (02.94 V 1.2.0) was presented for approval by SMG1.  This version is the outcome of a ETSI Special Task Force meeting on GSM-Rail in June and was approved with small modifications in SMG1. 

Unless there are serious concerns from SMG10 the specification is intended to be sent as version 2.0.0 to SMG#30 for approval for Release 99.

In the past SMG10 had some concerns on: 

· The necessity to standardise the feature at all

· Security issues concerning the remote party

· The necessity to standardise Follow Me comes from the fact, that FM concerns possibly two PLMNs (the one of the initiating subscriber and the one of the remote party). Interworking between the two needs to be standardised.

· Concerning security a LS had been sent previously to SMG10 - Tdoc SMG1 (99) 123 - trying to explain that FM intends to meet the specific security requirements of railway operators. 

The present version 1.2.0  of the stage 1 includes the following security related changes:

· In Note 2 of the description (chapter 4) there is a short explanation that FM is mainly intended for railway operators.

· A note at the end of chapter 6.1 is a "health warning" to operators that for use other than for railway purposes the operator has to care for a suitable security mechanism to protect the remote party from potential harm by misuse of FM. 

· For the registration, interrogation and erasure procedures it is required that additional information (up to 30 characters) may be conveyed to the network of the remote party  (paragraphs 6.3, 6.4, 6.8). This can be used to allow for additional security mechanisms (e.g. password checks)

It should be emphasised, that the specification intentionally leaves security issues of FM to the operator to meet the requirements of railway operators, for whom the specification is mainly intended.

