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1. Overall Description:

As part of Rel-12 SA2 is working on system enhancements for user plane congestion management (UPCON) based on the related Stage-1 normative requirements and the definition of user-plane congestion as defined in TS 22.101.
Some of the proposed solutions concentrate on reporting the user-plane congestion situation experienced by the RAN to the Core Network in order to enable the Core Network to activate different mitigation measures. 
It has been discussed as part of the study that it is desirable to ensure similar RAN behaviour for congestion reporting in multi-RAN vendor deployments so that different RANs (e.g. eNBs from different vendors) report the same congestion information (e.g. congestion severity level) in similar user-plane congestion situations. 

This raised the following question that SA2 would like to request RAN2/3 to provide feedback on:

· Based on which implementation-independent criteria can the RAN determine whether it experiences user-plane congestion?

Assuming that the RAN is able to determine it is congested as described above it was proposed 
that the RAN determines the severity level of congestion and sends a scalar value representing the severity level to the Core Network.

· 
Related to this the following question was raised:
· To enable that multiple congestion levels can be determined and reported to the Core Network while also ensuring the same severity level being reported by different RAN implementations in similar congestion situations, which implementation-independent criteria need to be configurable by operators in the RAN to enable the RAN to detect and derive the different severity levels of congestion?


· 
2. Actions:

To RAN2, RAN3
ACTION: 
SA2 would like to ask RAN2 and RAN3 to provide feedback to the questions listed above.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA2 Meetings:

	Sep 2013 
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 HYPERLINK "http://webapp.etsi.org/MeetingCalendar/MeetingDetails.asp?mid=30277" 
3GPPSA2#99
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	23 - 27 Sep 2013 
	Xiamen 
	CN 
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