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1. Overall Description:

SA5 thanks SA2 for the LS on Network Provided Cell-ID, related to the Rel-11 Feature-level Work Item "Network Provided Location Information for IMS (NWK-PL2IMS)" which also includes Charging aspects.
In comparison with CS, namely for call and SMS, for which, for charging purpose, the cell-ID must be mandatorily available at the time the call starts and at SMS delivery, and optionally provided within the call if location changes, in IMS, this location is currently not mandatorily expected for charging. 

In the IMS context, such location, when provided, is included in the “P-Access-Network-Info header” field retrieved from the IMS session start associated SIP event, and from SIP MESSAGE used to convey SMS (i.e. SMS over IP). 

Since this “P-Access-Network-Info header” may not be present in IMS CDRs, or when present may be the one provided by the UE, this “IMS level” provided location cannot be considered as reliable for charging, as it is in the CS context. 
Besides this, a trusted location may be retrieved through correlation mechanism in case PCC architecture is deployed: based on access network charging identifiers conveyed towards IMS through PCC. This correlation mechanism would allow IMS to have the User Location from the PGW CDRs. However, such correlation mechanism is considered as part of the Offline Charging only, and therefore, not appropriate for real-time functions, including Online Charging scenarios.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
 SA5 kindly asks SA2 to consider the above in the charging related part of "Network Provided Location for IMS”.
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