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Abstract of the contribution: This document proposes study conclusion on Load Balancing for IMS. 
Proposal

It is proposed to approve the following changes to TR 23.812.
Change #1

8
Conclusion

· Editor’s Note: This section will draw a conclusion on the potential alternative solutions after assessment.
It is recommended that no further work should be done within 3GPP as part of the IMS Evolution Study Item on the following aspects: 

-        Investigating architectural improvements to reduce the complexity of signalling procedures by reducing the signalling hops, or the number of options and combinations (by looking at different groupings of combining existing entities);

-        Investigating possibilities for reducing configuration workload to save OPEX.
8.x
Load Balancing

It is recommended that the LDF architecture described in subclause 6.1.1.1.3 be used as a base for specifying a generic Load Balancing mechanism in normative specifications. 
It is recommended that the procedure described in subclause 6.1.1.2.2 be used for P-CSCF Load Balancing during initial registration. 

It is recommended that the procedure described in subclause 6.1.1.3.2 be used for S-CSCF Load Balancing during initial registration. 

Such normative work should allow for the use of existing protocols and existing 3GPP management interfaces as much as possible, and should be focused on specifying how DNS protocols are used for Load Balancing in IMS, without attempting to modify these protocols. 
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