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1. Overall Description:

As specified in TS 23.401 (section 5.6.2) and TS 23.060 (section 8.1.5), the RAN Information Management (RIM) procedures provide a generic mechanism for the exchange, via the core network, of arbitrary information between applications belonging to the RAN nodes. RIM procedures are intended for Inter-RAT information exchange (see TS 23.401 5.14.1), and for information exchange between BSSs (see TS 48.018 subclause 8c.1.1).

TS 23.401 and TS 23.060 also list the interfaces that are involved for RIM procedures. The following scenarios are not currently supported in TS 29.060 and TS 29.274 (i.e. not identified as possible use cases of the GTP RAN Information Relay procedure):

TS 29.274: RIM procedures

· between GERANs (S16 interface)

· for GERAN or GERAN Iu towards UTRAN (S16 interface), thus preventing bi-directional exchanges of RIM Information between GERAN and UTRAN)

· between UTRAN and E-UTRAN.

TS 29.060: RIM procedures

· for UTRAN towards GERAN (thus preventing bi-directional exchanges of RIM Information between GERAN and UTRAN) 

· between UTRAN and E-UTRAN (Gn interface between MME and SGSN).

CT4 requests SA2 to clarify whether the RIM signalling in the packet core network is allowed for the scenarios listed above. It was noted in particular that the RIM procedures specified in TS 23.060 do not refer to the S16 interface but only to the Gn interface. 

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 requests SA2 to clarify whether the RIM signalling in the packet core network is allowed for the scenarios listed above.

3. Date of Next CT4 Meetings:

CT4#48
10th – 14th May 2010
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