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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks CT4 for their LS on "Support of legacy features within S4-SGSN". The answers from SA2 to questions from CT4 are as the following:

A) Whether the subscription data related to SMS and LCS mentioned in the LS S2-087337 shall be limited only to GPRS subscriptions or whether it could also belong to EPS subscriptions.

Answer: In release 8, the subscription data related to SMS and LCS is limited only to GERAN/UTRAN access.
In release 9, LCS support is being added to E-UTRAN access. Currently, there are no requirements for “native SMS delivery via s6a and the MME’s NAS signaling across E-UTRAN”.
From SA2’s point of view the EPS includes the S4 SGSN and hence an “EPS subscription” permits GERAN, UTRAN and E-UTRAN access.
B) Whether the S4-SGSN which supports SMS and LCS related services needs to support Gn and Gp interfaces.

Answer: The S4-SGSN is anticipated to support the Gp interface in order to support inbound roamers from legacy PLMNs, and, to support the Gn interface if mobility to/from pre-Release 8 SGSNs needs to be supported. And SMS/LCS service do not need Gn/Gp be supported also. This is because TS 23.060 clause 16 shows that SMS does not use Gn/Gp and TS 23.271 (on LCS) does not deal with GGSNs.
C) Whether the S4-SGSN which does not support Gn and Gp interfaces needs to support SMS and LCS related services in Rel-8.

Answer: The S4-SGSN which does not support Gn and Gp interfaces shall support SMS and LCS related services in Rel-8. 


2. Actions:

To CT4 group.

ACTION:    SA2 kindly asks CT4 to take the above answers into account.
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