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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank RAN2 for their analysis and proposal of the SR-VCC cell indicator.
SA2 has discussed the proposal in R2-086932, according to which an "SR-VCC cell indicator" IE is added in SIB5/5bis and in "Serving HS-DSCH cell information" to explicitly inform the UE of whether SR-VCC is supported by the serving UTRAN cell. If SR-VCC is supported, then the UE can use IMS to initiate a voice call, whereas, when SR-VCC is not supported, then the UE uses normal CS procedures to initiate the call. The motivation behind this proposal is that early VoIP deployments could be limited to some dense urban areas only and when a user moves out of these areas will camp on a cell that is not VoIP capable. 
The first observation of SA2 is that the proposed cell indicator aims in reality to identify whether a cell is VoIP capable (i.e. capable to support PS bearers for voice transmission), not whether the cell supports SR-VCC operation or not. The SR-VCC operation is assumed to be a system-wide capability, as opposed to a capability that changes from cell to cell. On the contrary, however, the VoIP capability can change from cell to cell, e.g. when a user moves from a WCDMA cell to a HSPA+ cell.

The understanding in SA2 is that UEs select the domain (IMS or CS) to initiate a voice call based on preconfigured operator policies. When the preconfigured policies in the UE indicate that IMS is the preferred domain for speech, then the UE is expected to originate voice calls on IMS, if registered on IMS. When, in addition, policies in the UE indicate that voice call transfer is not restricted, the UE is expected to include its SR-VCC capability in the Radio Access Capabilities IE, which is forwarded to UTRAN. 

It is noted also that the UE can be preconfigured to know which types of radio access (e.g. Rel-9 WCDMA) are not good for VoIP transmission, and thus refrain from starting IMS voice calls on these radio accesses. By doing so, it seems that the broadcast of a VoIP capability indicator may not offer additional benefits. We note that even when a VoIP capability indicator is broadcast by the serving cell, it provides no guarantee that the resource reservation for the impending IMS voice call will succeed.
Based on the above discussion, SA2 believes that the current assumption of selecting the domain to originate voice calls based on preconfigured policies in the UE to should be maintained. 

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks RAN2 to take the above comments into account.
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