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1. Overall Description:

CT1 would like to inform RAN2, RAN3 and SA2 that CT1 has discussed the message header for the NAS session management protocol and has agreed the attached pseudo CR to TS 24.301.

1) The agreed layout for the message header allows to support up to 11 active EPS bearer contexts with EPS bearer identity values 5, 6, …, 15 in parallel. So it fulfils the stage 2 requirement from TS 23.401, subclause 5.2.1: 

When there is a mapping between an EPS bearer and a PDP context, the same identity value is used for the EPS bearer ID and the NSAPI/RAB ID.

2) If it should become necessary in a future release to support more than 11 EPS bearer contexts simultaneously, it will be possible to extend the value range: 

- firstly, by activating 3 of the reserved values 1, …, 4

- secondly, e.g. by using one of the reserved values to indicate that an additional octet is included in the message header. The additional octet will then contain an EPS bearer identity from a larger value range, e.g. from 1 to 127. (A similar extension mechanism has been used for the transaction identifier in release 99; see TS 24.007, subclause 11.2.3.1.3). 

2. Actions:

To RAN2, RAN3, SA2.

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly ask RAN2, RAN3 and SA2 to take note of the above agreement by CT1.

3. Date of Next CT1 Meetings:
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Zagreb, Croatia
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