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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to thank SA2 for their LS in S2-074810 on “Registration in Densely-populated area – clarification on some technical issues”.

RAN2 has studied the impact of alternative solution 1 in TR23.880 as requested.  From RAN2 perspective, the changes required are notification of XAI(PLMN ID＋LAC＋RAC＋XAC) in relevant places.  

As RAN2 specs stands today, LAC and RAC is already provided to UE via transparent container, whose length can go up to 8 octets.  3 of these containers are defined: one for each CN domain (and the container for PS domain contains RAC), and one common to both CN domains (which contains LAC).  It is foreseen that XAC will be provided in a similar manner, inside one of these containers.  These containers are included in System Information (for idle mode UEs), as well as in reconfiguration messages (for connected mode UEs).  

The exact message format inside these containers is defined in TS24.008, which is under CT1 responsibility, and they should decide which container to include XAC, and whether remaining part of 8 octets is big enough for inclusion of XAC.  (For information, it seems only 2 octets are used for any of the containers at the moment).  However, it should be noted that even if 8 octets is not big enough, extension to these containers could be defined in Rel-8 if necessary.

RAN2 also believes that RAN3 spec, namely TS25.413, is impacted by the introduction of XA concept.

Therefore, the alternative solution1 seems feasible with limited impact to RAN2 specs.  RAN2 does not have any questions or concerns on alternative solution 1 at this stage.

2. Actions:

Action to SA2:

RAN2 kindly asks SA2 to note this response.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG1 Meetings:
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