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1. Overall Description:

TSG RAN 3 would like to inform RAN2 and SA2 about the ongoing work related to MME overload control on the S1 interface. 

SA2 has introduced a mechanism for MME overload control in TS 23.401 §4.3.7.4, which RAN3 has discussed. 

It is RAN3 understanding that the overload mechanism foresees the possibility for the MME to control the traffic reduction by indication to the eNB the following control information:

· reject all non-emergency Service Request messages for "Service Type = Data"

· reject all Service Request messages for "Service Type = response to paging"

· reject all new RRC connections for NAS signalling (e.g. for TA Updates) 

· only permit RRC connection establishments for emergency sessions 

This mechanism would require to distinguish NAS level information within the eNB for both active and idle UEs, which is typically not the case in E-UTRAN, however, respective information could be provided on RRC level. 

If these mechanisms do not exist, RAN3 would like to know whether such mechanisms are under consideration in RAN2. RAN3 would like to know whether it is SA2 assumption that this is intended way of realizing the mechanism. 

Another mechanism which was discussed was that traffic reduction could be achieved by Access Class Barring, i.e. to restrict the access of camped UEs to the MME which is in an overload situation. It is RAN3 understanding that it is only the MME that indicates overload that should be affected by load reduction and not all MMEs in a pool. RAN3 would like to get feedback whether SA2 assumes that Access Class Barring is one way to realize the load reduction mechanism in the eNB of Idle UEs. Moreover, RAN3 would like to know whether RAN2 work on Access class barring enables to send individual Access Class Barring information for each MME. If this mechanism do not exist, RAN3 would like to know whether such mechanism is under consideration in RAN2.

It is RAN3 assumption that the S1 Overload Control mechanism is to be used for nodal overload situations in special circumstances. RAN3 would like to get feedback on this. 

2. Actions:

To RAN2 and SA2

ACTION:
RAN3 kindly asks RAN2 and SA2 to provide feedback and confirmation on the identified issues. 
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3#60
5th – 9th
May 2008

Kansas City, USA

RAN3#61
18th – 22nd August 2008

tbd, South Korea

