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*** Start 1st change ***
4.7
Overall QoS concept

4.7.1
PDN connectivity service
The Evolved Packet System provides IP connectivity between a UE and a PLMN external packet data network. This is referred to as PDN Connectivity Service.

The PDN Connectivity Service supports the transport of one or more Service Data Flows (SDFs) defined in TS 23.203 [6].
4.7.2
The EPS bearer

4.7.2.1
The EPS bearer in general

For E-UTRAN access to the EPC the PDN connectivity service is provided by an EPS bearer in case of GTP-based S5/S8, and by an EPS bearer concatenated with IP connectivity between Serving GW and PDN GW in case of PMIP-based S5/S8.

An EPS bearer is a logical aggregate of one or more Service Data Flows (SDFs), running between a UE and a PDN GW in case of GTP-based S5/S8, and between UE and Serving GW in case of PMIP-based S5/S8. An EPS bearer is the level of granularity for bearer level QoS control in the EPC/E-UTRAN. That is, SDFs mapped to the same EPS bearer receive the same bearer level packet forwarding treatment (e.g. scheduling policy, queue management policy, rate shaping policy, RLC configuration, etc.). Providing different bearer level QoS to two SDFs thus requires that a separate EPS bearer is established for each SDF.



NOTE:
In addition but independent to bearer level QoS control, the PCC framework allows an optional enforcement of service level QoS control on the granularity of SDFs independent of the mapping of SDFs to EPS bearers. 



One EPS bearer is established when the UE connects to a PDN, and that remains established throughout the lifetime of the PDN connection to provide the UE with always-on IP connectivity to that PDN. That bearer is referred to as the default bearer. Any additional EPS bearer that is established to the same PDN is referred to as a dedicated bearer. The distinction between default and dedicated bearers should be transparent to the access network (e.g. E-UTRAN).
An UpLink Traffic Flow Template (UL TFT) is a set of uplink packet filters. A DownLink Traffic Flow Template (DL TFT) is a set of downlink packet filters. Every EPS bearer is associated with an UL TFT in the UE and a DL TFT in the PCEF.

NOTE:
The evaluation precedence order of the filters associated with the default bearer, in relation to those associated with the dedicated bearers, is up to operator configuration. It is possible to “force” certain SDFs onto the default bearer by setting the evaluation precedence order of the corresponding filters to a value that is lower than the values used for filters associated with the dedicated bearers. It is also possible use the default bearer for traffic that does not match any of the filters associated with the dedicated bearers. In this case, the evaluation precedence order of the corresponding filter(s) (e.g., a “match all filter”) need to be set to a value that is higher than the values used for filters associated with dedicated bearers. 
The initial bearer level QoS parameter values of the default bearer are assigned by the network, based on subscription data (in case of E-UTRAN the MME sets those initial values based on subscription data retrieved from HSS). The PCEF may change those values based in interaction with the PCRF or based on local configuration.


The decision to establish or modify a dedicated bearer can only be taken by the EPC, and the bearer level QoS parameter values are always assigned by the EPC. Therefore, the MME shall not modify the bearer level QoS parameter values received on the S11 reference point during establishment or modification of a dedicated bearer. Instead, the MME shall only transparently forwards those values to the E-UTRAN. Consequently, “QoS negotiation” between the E-UTRAN and the EPC during dedicated bearer establishment / modification is not supported. The MME may, however, reject the establishment or modification of a dedicated bearer (e.g. in case the bearer level QoS parameter values sent by the PCEF over a GTP based S8 roaming interface do not comply with a roaming agreement).
Editor's Note:
It is FFS in case of GTP based roaming how an MME in the VPLMN can enforce roaming restrictions on an ‘EPS subscribed QoS profile’ received from the HSS in the HPLMN during the Attach procedure.



An EPS bearer is referred to as a GBR bearer if dedicated network resources related to a Guaranteed Bit Rate (GBR) value that is associated with the EPS bearer are permanently allocated (e.g. by an admission control function in the eNodeB) at bearer establishment/modification. Otherwise, an EPS bearer is referred to as a Non-GBR bearer.

NOTE:
Admission control can be performed at establishment / modification of a Non-GBR bearer even though a Non-GBR bearer is not associated with a GBR value.

A dedicated bearer can either be a GBR or a Non-GBR bearer. A default bearer shall be a Non-GBR bearer.

NOTE:
A default bearer remains permanently established to provide the UE with always-on IP connectivity to a certain PDN. That motivates the restriction of a default bearer to bearer type Non-GBR.

4.7.2.2
The EPS bearer with GTP-based S5/S8
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Figure 4.7.2.2-1: Two unicast EPS bearers (GTP-u based S5/S8)

An EPS bearer is realized by the following elements:

-
An UL TFT in the UE maps an SDF to an EPS bearer in the uplink direction. Multiple SDFs can be multiplexed onto the same EPS bearer by including multiple uplink packet filters in the UL TFT;

-
A DL TFT in the PDN GW maps an SDF to an EPS bearer in the downlink direction. Multiple SDFs can be multiplexed onto the same EPS bearer by including multiple downlink packet filters in the DL TFT;

-
A radio bearer (defined in TS 36.300 [5]) transports the packets of an EPS bearer between a UE and an eNodeB. There is a one-to-one mapping between an EPS bearer and a radio bearer;

-
An S1 bearer transports the packets of an EPS bearer between an eNodeB and a Serving GW;

-
An S5/S8 bearer transports the packets of an EPS bearer between a Serving GW and a PDN GW;

-
A UE stores a mapping between an uplink packet filter and a radio to create the mapping between an SDF and a radio bearer in the uplink;

-
A PDN GW stores a mapping between a downlink packet filter and an S5/S8a bearer to create the mapping between an SDF and an S5/S8a bearer in the downlink;

-
An eNodeB stores a one-to-one mapping between a radio bearer and an S1 to create the mapping between a radio bearer and an S1 bearer in both the uplink and downlink;

-
A Serving GW stores a one-to-one mapping between an S1 bearer and an S5/S8a bearer to create the mapping between an S1 bearer and an S5/S8a bearer in both the uplink and downlink.

4.7.2.3
The EPS bearer with PMIP-based S5/S8

See clause 4.6 in TS 23.402 [2].

4.7.3
Bearer level QoS parameters

The bearer level (i.e. per bearer or per bearer aggregate) QoS parameters are QCI, ARP, GBR, MBR, and AMBR described in this section.

Each EPS bearer (GBR and Non-GBR) is associated with the following bearer level QoS parameters:

-
QoS Class Identifier (QCI);

-
Allocation and Retention Priority (ARP).

A QCI is a scalar that is used as a reference to access node-specific parameters that control bearer level packet forwarding treatment (e.g. scheduling weights, admission thresholds, queue management thresholds, link layer protocol configuration, etc.), and that have been pre-configured by the operator owning the access node (e.g. eNodeB). A one-to-one mapping of standardized QCI values to standardized characteristics is captured in Annex B.

NOTE 1:
On the radio interface and on S1, each PDU (e.g. RLC PDU or GTP-u PDU) is indirectly associated with one QCI via the bearer identifier carried in the PDU header. The same applies to the S5 and S8 interfaces if they are based on GTP-u.

The primary purpose of ARP is to decide whether a bearer establishment / modification request can be accepted or needs to be rejected in case of resource limitations (typically available radio capacity in case of GBR bearers). In addition, the ARP can be used (e.g. by the eNodeB) to decide which bearer(s) to drop during exceptional resource limitations (e.g. at handover). Once successfully established, a bearer's ARP shall not have any impact on the bearer level packet forwarding treatment (e.g. scheduling and rate control). Such packet forwarding treatment should be solely determined by the other bearer level QoS parameters: QCI, GBR, MBR, and AMBR.

NOTE 2:
The ARP should be understood as "Priority of Allocation and Retention"; not as "Allocation, Retention, and Priority". 
NOTE 3:
Video telephony is one use case where it may be beneficial to use EPS bearers with different ARP values for the same UE. In this use case an operator could map voice to one bearer with a higher ARP, and video to another bearer with a lower ARP. In a congestion situation (e.g., cell edge) the eNB can then drop the “video bearer” without affecting the “voice bearer”. This would improve service continuity. 
NOTE 4:
The ARP may also be used to free up capacity in exceptional situations, e.g., a disaster situation. In such a case the eNB may drop “low ARP bearers” to free up capacity.
Each GBR bearer is additionally associated with the following bearer level QoS parameters:

-
Guaranteed Bit Rate (GBR);

-
Maximum Bit Rate (MBR).

The GBR denotes the bit rate that can be expected to be provided by a GBR bearer. The MBR limits the bit rate that can be expected to be provided by a GBR bearer (e.g. excess traffic may get discarded by a rate shaping function). The MBR may be greater than or equal to GBR for a particular GBR bearer.


Editor's note:
Rate-adaptation schemes are FFS.

Each PDN connection (i.e. IP address) is associated with the following IP-CAN session level QoS parameter:

-
Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate (AMBR).

Multiple EPS bearers of the same PDN connection can share the same AMBR. That is, each of those EPS bearers could potentially utilize the entire AMBR, e.g. when the other EPS bearers do not carry any traffic. The AMBR limits the aggregate bit rate that can be expected to be provided by the EPS bearers sharing the AMBR (e.g. excess traffic may get discarded by a rate shaping function). AMBR applies to all Non-GBR bearers belonging to the same PDN connection. GBR bearers are outside the scope of AMBR.

The GBR and MBR denote bit rates of traffic per bearer while AMBR denotes a bit rate of traffic per group of bearers. Each of those three bearer level QoS parameters has an uplink and a downlink component. On S1_MME the values of the GBR, MBR, and AMBR refer to the bit stream excluding the GTP-u/IP header overhead of the tunnel on S1_U.


One 'EPS subscribed QoS profile' is defined for each APN permitted for the subscriber. It contains the bearer level QoS parameter values for that APN's default bearer (QCI and ARP) and that APN's AMBR.

NOTE:
Subscription data related to bearer level QoS parameter values for dedicated bearers is specified in TS 23.203 [6].

4.7.4
Application of PCC in the Evolved Packet System
The Evolved Packet System applies the PCC framework as defined in TS 23.203 [6] for QoS policy and charging control. PCC functionality is present in the AF, PCEF and PCRF.

An EPS needs to support both PCEF and PCRF functionality to enable dynamic policy and charging control by means of installation of PCC rules based on user and service dimensions. However, an EPS may only support PCEF functionality in which case it shall support static policy and charging control.

NOTE:
The local configuration of PCEF static policy and charging control functionality is not subject to standardization. The PCEF static policy and control functionality is not based on subscription information.

The following applies to the use of dynamic policy and charging control in EPS:

-
The service level (per SDF) QoS parameters are conveyed in PCC rules (one PCC rule per SDF) over the S7 reference point. The service level QoS parameters consist of a QoS Class Identifier (QCI) Allocation and Retention Priority (ARP) and authorised Guaranteed and Maximum Bit Rate values for uplink and downlink. The QCI is a scalar that represents the QoS characteristics that the EPS is expected to provide for the SDF. ARP is an indicator of the priority of allocation and retention for the SDF. The service level ARP assigned by PCRF in a PCC rule may be different from the bearer level ARP stored in subscription data;

-
The set of standardized QCIs and their characteristics that the PCRF in an EPS can select from is provided in Annex B, table B-1. It is expected that the PCRF selects a QCI in such a way that the IP-CAN receiving it can support it;

-
It is not required that an IP-CAN supports all standardized QCIs;

-
For local breakout, the visited network has the capability to reject the QoS authorized by the home network based on operator policies.

The following applies regardless of whether dynamic or static policy and charging control is used in EPS:

-
For E-UTRAN the value of the ARP of an EPS bearer is identical to the value of the ARP of the SDF(s) mapped to that EPS bearer;

-
For the same UE/PDN connection: SDFs associated with different QCIs or with the same service-level QCI but different ARP shall not be mapped to the same EPS bearer;

-
The bearer level QCI of an EPS bearer is identical to the value of the QCI of the SDF(s) mapped to that EPS bearer.

Editor's note:
It is FFS if, and if yes then how, a mapping from standardized QCIs to QoS parameter values of a non‑3GPP access technology should be standardized.

Editor's note:
It is FFS whether the PCRF may select a different QCI due to a handover to a different RAT type.

Editor's note:
It is FFS how to update TS 23.203 Table A.3 for Rel-8 to align it with the standardized QCIs.

Editor's note:
The inclusion in TS 23.203 of ARP and the associated description of the information that the PCRF takes into account to take a policy decision on ARP is FFS.

5
Functional description and information flows

*** End 1st change ***
*** Start 2nd change ***
5.6.2
MME

The MME maintains MM context and EPS bearer context information for UEs in the ECM-IDLE, ECM‑CONNECTED and EMM-DEREGISTERED states. Table 5.6.2-1 shows the context fields for one UE.

Table 5.6.2-1: MME MM and EPS bearer Contexts

	Field
	Description
	Status



	IMSI
	IMSI (International Mobile Subscriber Identity) is the subscribers permanent identity.
	

	MM State
	Mobility management state ECM-IDLE, ECM-CONNECTED, EMM-DEREGISTERED.
	

	S-TMSI
	Packet Temporary Mobile Subscriber Identity.
	

	ME Identity
	Mobile Equipment Identity – (e.g. IMEI/IMEISV) Software Version Number
	

	Tracking Area List
	Current Tracking area list
	

	Cell Global Identity
	Last known cell
	

	Cell Identity Age
	Time elapsed since the last Cell Global Identity was acquired
	

	Authentication Vector
	Temporary authentication and key agreement data that enables an MME to engage in AKA with a particular user. A quintet consists of five elements:
a) network challenge RAND,
b) an expected response XRES,
c) a ciphering key CK',
d) an integrity key IK',

e) a network authentication token AUTN. (relation of K_ASME with CK' and IK' FFS) 
	FFS

	UE Radio Access Capability
	UE radio access capabilities.
	

	UE Network Capability
	UE network capabilities including security algorithms and key derivation functions supported by the UE
	

	Selected NAS Algorithm
	Selected NAS security algorithm
	

	Selected AS Algorithm
	Selected AS security algorithms.
	

	KSIASME
	Key Set Identifier for the main key KASME
	

	KASME
	Main key for E-UTRAN key hierarchy based on  (CK' and IK' (FFS)
	

	NAS Keys and COUNT
	KNASint, K_NASenc, and NAS COUNT parameter.
	

	Selected CN operator id
	Selected core network operator identity (to support network sharing as defined in TS 23.251 [24]). 
	

	Recovery
	Indicates if the HSS is performing database recovery.
	

	Access Restriction
	The access restriction subscription information.
	

	ODB for PS parameters
	Indicates that the status of the operator determined barring for packet oriented services.
	

	MME IP address for S11
	MME IP address for the S11 interface (used by S-GW)
	

	MME TEID for S11
	MME Tunnel Endpoint Identifier for S11 interface.
	

	S-GW IP address for S11
	S-GW IP address  for the S11 interface (used by MME)
	

	S-GW TEID for S11
	S-GW Tunnel Endpoint Identifier for the S11 interface.
	

	eNodeB Address in Use
	The IP address of the eNodeB currently used.
	

	eNB UE S1AP ID
	Unique identity of the UE over the S1 interface within eNodeB.
	

	MME UE S1AP ID
	Unique identity of the UE over the S1 interface within MME.
	

	
	
	

	APN Restriction
	Denotes the restriction on the combination of types of APN for the APN associated with this EPS bearer Context. 
	FFS

	Subscribed Charging Characteristics
	e.g. Normal, prepaid, flat rate and/or hot billing.
	

	For each active PDN connection: 
	

	APN in Use
	The APN currently used. This APN shall be composed of the APN Network Identifier and the APN Operator Identifier.
	

	APN Subscribed
	The subscribed APN received from the HSS.
	

	IP Address(es)
	IPv4 and/or IPv6 address(es)
	FFS if these are stored.

	VPLMN Address Allowed
	Specifies whether the UE is allowed to use the APN in the domain of the HPLMN only, or additionally the APN in the domain of the VPLMN.
	

	PDN GW Address in Use (control plane)
	The IP address of the PDN GW currently used for sending control plane signalling.
	

	Location Change Report Required
	Need to communicate Cell or TAI to the PDN GW with this EPS bearer Context. 
	

	EPS subscribed QoS profile
	The bearer level QoS parameter values for that APN's default bearer (QCI and ARP) and that APN's AMBR (see clause 4.7.3).
	

	For each EPS Bearer within the PDN connection

	EPS Bearer ID                          
	An EPS bearer identity uniquely identifies an EP S bearer for one UE accessing via E-UTRAN      
	

	IP address for S1-u
	IP address of the S-GW for the S1-u interfaces.
	

	TEID for S1u
	Tunnel Endpoint Identifier of the S-GW for the S1-u interface.
	

	EPS bearer QoS parameters
	QCI and ARP 
optionally: GBR and MBR in case of GBR bearer

	

	EPS Bearer Charging Characteristics
	e.g. Normal, prepaid, flat-rate and/or hot billing.
	

	Charging Id
	Charging identifier, identifies charging records generated by SGW and PDN GW.
	FFS


Editor's note:
The"Status" columns will be removed when the FFS's are resolved.

Editor's note:
FFS how detached state security context caching is handled in E-UTRAN.
5.6.3
Serving GW
*** End 2nd change ***
*** Start 3rd change ***
Annex E (normative):
Mapping between EPS and pre-Rel-8 QoS parameters

This annex specifies how the QoS parameter values of an EPS bearer (E-UTRAN access to the EPS) should be mapped to/from the pre-Rel-8 QoS parameter values of a PDP context (UTRAN/GERAN access to the EPS) before a procedure is triggered that executes a handover between E-UTRAN and UTRAN/GERAN.

The following mapping rules hold:

-
There is a one-to-one mapping between an EPS bearer and a PDP context.

Editor's Note:
The handling of this principle in case of "dual stack IPv4/IPv6 bearers" is FSS.

-
The EPS bearer parameters ARP is mapped one-to-one to/from the pre-Rel-8 bearer parameter ARP.

Editor's Note:
Note that in GPRS pre-Rel-8 the same UE/PDN connection, the system does not expect to have two or more PDP contexts with different ARP values. This is different in EPS. It is FFS whether this causes conflict / errors or whether a specific mapping rule for ARP is needed.

-
The EPS bearer parameters GBR and MBR of a GBR EPS bearer are mapped one-to-one to/from the pre‑Rel‑8bearer parameters GBR and MBR of a PDP context associated with Traffic class 'conversational' or 'streaming'.

Editor's Note:
The details of the mapping of GBR, and MBR between GBR EPS bearers and conversational / streaming PDP contexts should be captured in stage 3 specs. Once done this editor's note will be replaced with a corresponding reference.

-
At handover from E-UTRAN to UTRAN/GERAN the pre-Rel-8bearer parameter MBR of PDP contexts associated with Traffic Class 'interactive' or 'background' is set based on MME operator policy.

NOTE 1:
In order to apply the concept of AMBR in UTRAN/GERAN, one such policy may be to set the sum of those MBRs to not exceed the value of the EPS bearer parameter AMBR.

NOTE 2:
In order to ensure that the MBR of PDP contexts associated with Traffic Class 'interactive' or 'background' are restored to their previous values when handing over again from E-UTRAN to UTRAN/GERAN, one such policy may be to have an MME store at handover from UTRAN/GERAN to E-UTRAN the pre-Rel-8bearer parameter MBR of PDP contexts associated with Traffic Class 'interactive' or 'background'.

-
At handover from UTRAN/GERAN to E-UTRAN the AMBR from the EPS subscribed QoS profile for the corresponding APN shall take precedence. That is, the pre-Rel-8bearer parameter MBR of interactive / background PDP contexts is ignored in this case.

-
A standardized value of the EPS bearer parameter QCI is mapped one-to-one to/from values of the pre-Rel-8 parameters Traffic Class, Traffic Handling Priority, Signalling Indication, and Source Statistics Descriptor as shown in Table E-1.

-
At handover from E-UTRAN to UTRAN/GERAN the setting of the values of the pre-Rel-8 parameters Transfer Delay and SDU Error Ratio should be derived from the corresponding QCI's Packet Delay Budget and Packet Loss Rate, respectively. At handover from UTRAN/GERAN to E-UTRAN the values of the pre-Rel-8 parameters Transfer Delay and SDU Error Ratio should be ignored.

-
The setting of the values of all other pre-Rel-8 QoS is based on operator policy pre-configured in the MME.

Table E-1: Mapping between standardized QCIs and pre-Rel-8 QoS parameter values

	QCI
	Traffic
Class
	Traffic
Handling
Priority
	Signaling
Indication
	Source
Statistics
Descriptor

	FFS
	Conversational
	N/A
	N/A
	Speech

	FFS
	Conversational
	N/A
	N/A
	Unknown

	FFS
	Streaming
	N/A
	N/A
	Speech

	FFS
	Streaming
	N/A
	N/A
	Unknown

	FFS
	Interactive
	1
	Yes
	N/A

	FFS
	Interactive
	1
	No
	N/A

	FFS
	Interactive
	2
	No
	N/A

	FFS
	Interactive
	3
	No
	N/A

	FFS
	Background
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A


*** End 3rd change ***
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