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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks ATIS ESIF for the LS requesting an explicit statement on whether or not the following scenario is realistic (ATIS ESIF 041607-039).

ATIS ESIF identified a scenario in which an IMS subscriber uses an arbitrary point of Internet access to initiate an emergency VoIP call. In this scenario, the access is regarded as being non-3GPP. Additionally, the access network is not operated by a roaming partner of the IMS service provider and does not contain any standard 3GPP IMS functionality such as a P-CSCF or E-CSCF.
ESIF NGES requested an explicit statement from SA2 as to whether this scenario is realistic. That is, is it possible to utilize IMS as a voice service in such an access scenario? Can an IMS subscriber use their voice service from an access network which does not have a P-CSCF function? If this is the case, is it similarly valid to assume that emergency calls cannot be initiated using the IMS service in this scenario?
Discussion of the scenario identified that it is possible to utilize the identified access method to reach a service provider’s IMS network, if the IMS service provider has provided the access network with P‑CSCF contact information to relay to the subscriber. In this case the P‑CSCF is provided in the IMS service provider’s network. If the service provider supports IMS emergency calls, the E-CSCF is also in the IMS service provider’s network and is responsible to route the IMS emergency call to a PSAP serving the location from which the subscriber accesses the network.
In the case that the IMS service provider does not provide the access network with P‑CSCF contact information, then the subscriber cannot use their IMS voice service. It is then also valid to assume that emergency calls cannot be initiated using IMS service.
2. Actions:

To ATIS ESIF.

ACTION: 
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