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1. Overall Description:

SA2 has received LS S2-071661/ R3-070507 from RAN3 indicating that the introduction of MIMO support in Release 7 has resulted in an increase of the potential peak data rate. Within this context, it is understood that RAN3 has selected 256 Mbps as the new upper limit for the data rate in order to take some important margin into account.
SA2 has also received LS S2-071780 / C1-070981 from CT1 dealing with the same topic. In this LS, CT1 indicates that, due to the existing coding of the QoS IE in 3GPP TS 24.008, and due to CT1’s current decision to limit the size of such IE as much as possible, the peak data rate in Release 7 was updated to 52 Mbps.

Finally, SA2 noted that the related CR to TS 24.008 (included in the CT1 LS itself) has performed the aforementioned update to 52 Mbps introducing a step size of 200 kbps in the peak data rate
2. Discussion:

In general, SA2 expresses some concerns that the CR to TS 24.008 introduces a new peak data rate of 52 Mbps which is significantly less than the value recommended by RAN3. SA 2 assumes that RAN 3 have taken into account likely future radio interface enhancements, e.g. LTE, in making their choice of peak data rate.
SA2 is also concerned that CT1 might need to further change their specifications in Release 8, and, that this might have a consequential impact on CT4 specifications.

While CT1’s concerns on the increase of the existing coding are understood, it is SA2’s opinion that the problem might be tackled by utilizing a different granularity. For example, by utilizing a coarser granularity than 200 kbps (e.g. 1 or 2 Mbit/s), it should be possible to allow the messages in TS 24.008 to signal a data rate which is closer to what has been selected by RAN3.

SA1 has been included in this LS to verify that a coarser granularity in signalling peak data rates is acceptable.
.
3. Actions:

ACTION to SA1: 
Please consider the topic, and indicate what granularity is required for encoding maximum bit rates greater than 16 Mbit/sec. 
ACTION to CT1: 
Please take this LS into account, as well as a potential reply from SA1, and in light of that possibly revisit the issue, exploring the possibility to introduce in Rel-7 a peak data rate closer to the value recommended by RAN3
ACTION to RAN3: 
Please review an eventual reply from SA1 and any further development on the topic, providing input if necessary
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