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1. Overall Description:

At RAN#34, RAN3 was tasked to study solutions to remove the upper limitation of 4096 RNC identities that exist in today’s specifications, without affecting UE implementations. 

At RAN3#55 one solution to overcome this limitation was presented in [R3-070280]. The proposal uses a mechanism in where some bits in the S-RNTI and S-RNTI2 fields are removed, and reused to extend the SRNC identity field. The proposed CRs could however not be agreed by RAN3#55 since concerns where raised on side affects with the proposed solution. The raised concerns where that the proposed solution introduced other new restrictions and limitations in the network, and that the solution would impact work in other groups responsibilities. 

In order to support the inter-working between RNC’s with the extended RNC-ID and GERAN, the GERAN nodes would have to be able to address a UTRAN node with the extended RNC-ID, which would imply changes in specifications under GERAN responsibility. 

In order to support the inter-working between CN nodes which target and source RNC’s with the extended RNC ID connect to, the CN nodes would have to be able to address a UTRAN node with the extended RNC-ID, which would imply changes in specifications under CN responsibility.

The issues and questions were further clarified in a contribution to TSG RAN#35 [RP-070131]. 

2. Actions:

To RAN2, and SA2:

RAN kindly asks RAN2 and SA2 to review the applicable issues and questions raised in addition to any new issues identified, and to inform RAN3 on agreed solutions. 

To CT4 and GERAN2:
RAN kindly asks CT4, and GERAN2 to review the proposal and inform RAN3 on any concerns related to impact on their specifications. In addition CT4, and GERAN2 are asked to review the applicable issues and questions raised in addition to any new issues identified, and to inform RAN3 on agreed solutions. 

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN Meetings:

RAN3 Meeting #55bis
27 – 30 March 2007
Malta

RAN3 Meeting #56
7 – 11 May 2007
Japan

TSG-RAN Meeting #36 
29th May – 1st June 2007
Korea.

