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Abstract: This document discusses how the QoS Class Identifier (QCI) is defined. This is relevant to discuss under SAE because the QoS parameters used for SAE bearer setup are derived from (or are the same as) the QCI currently defined in PCC specifications.
1.  Introduction

In the current PCC specification (TS 23.203), the QCI is defined as following:
“QoS Class Identifier (QCI) parameter value has a 1:1 mapping to a set of QoS parameters defined for GPRS”.
It is reasonable to assume that such a mapping would also be needed for the QoS parameters defined for SAE, a.k.a, the label. 
Also, such a mapping would be needed for any other access network with its own defined set of QoS parameters and relies on PCC to receive the PCC rules, containing the QCI.

This paper describes the guidelines that should be followed to define a common QCI that can be used for all access technologies, and is therefore kept access agnostic.
2. Discussion
The following guidelines are proposed to define an access agnostic QCI:

· The QCI is derived by the PCRF on receipt of session description. 
· QCI is derived taking into account the service and media description that may be received via Rx interface and/or the SPR (Subscription Profile Repository).
· The QCI is derived taking into account subscriber’s profile, extracted from the SPR over Sp interface.
· The PCRF derives one QCI per IP flow(s) with the same Authorized-QoS parameters.
· Using the QCI, it shall be possible to derive the over-the-air QoS parameters for any access network.
