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Introduction to PacketCable 2.0

CableLabs is currently producing PacketCable 2.0 specifications in response to directives set by our cable operator members. The goal of PacketCable 2.0 is to extend cable’s existing Internet Protocol service environment to accelerate the convergence of voice, video, data, and mobility technologies. PacketCable 2.0 includes a suite of interface specifications that define the functional elements and communication interfaces needed to support a range of applications and services. CableLabs has selected the IMS as the basis of the PacketCable 2.0 architecture. A defined set of telephony features, or applications, is also included within the PacketCable 2.0 specification effort.

PacketCable 2.0 Requirements Related to VCC
Requirements of the PacketCable 2.0 project include the ability to support roaming onto cellular networks, as well as to provide continuous voice as a PacketCable 2.0 subscriber moves between PacketCable 2.0 and cellular networks. A call should be transferred from the circuit cellular network to the PacketCable 2.0 network without user intervention or a significant interruption in service. Access to the PacketCable 2.0 network for mobile devices is currently envisioned through a residential WiFi access point connected to a cable modem. Note that a NAT and firewall within the home may be present between the mobile device and PacketCable 2.0 network. CableLabs intends to leverage the 3GPP VCC specifications to help provide continuous voice between PacketCable 2.0 and 3GPP circuit cellular networks. Therefore, CableLabs looks forward to contributing to the successful and timely completion of the VCC specification development.
Furthermore, in order to provide feature consistency to the subscriber regardless of capable access networks (i.e. cable, 3GPP, 3GPP2, etc), CableLabs supports the continued development of the IMS centralized service control option within VCC. 
Summary
CableLabs will leverage the 3GPP VCC specifications in order to help provide continuous voice between PacketCable 2.0 and 3GPP circuit cellular networks. PacketCable 2.0 requirements include feature consistency across access networks and, therefore, CableLabs supports the IMS Centralized Service control option.  
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