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1.
Overall Description

RAN2 are currently completing the UTRAN Uu aspects of the Inter-RAT PS Handover work for Release 6 and would like clarification on the following two issues.

Issue 1: An open issue has been found regarding the expectations from NAS on RRC with regards to message delivery. 

In the current version of RRC the following behaviour is specified:

1) During CS handover from UTRAN to GERAN, when the UE receives the HANDOVER FROM UTRAN COMMAND message, if the UE has previously sent a NAS message on the uplink to the CS domain, but this message has not been acknowledged by RLC in the RNC, then RRC in the UE is required to retransmit these messages once it has established a connection towards the GERAN CS domain.

2) During Cell Change from UTRAN to GERAN, when the UE with a connection to the PS domain moves from UTRAN to GERAN, if the UE has previously transmitted a NAS message towards the PS domain which has not been acknowledged by RLC, then RRC in the UE is NOT required to retransmit this message once it has established a connection to the GERAN PS domain.

RAN WG2 is unsure whether for PS handover from UTRAN to GERAN, the UE behaviour should be aligned with that in bullet 1, or instead with bullet 2 (retransmit the PS NAS message on the other RAT), and would appreciate SA2 and CN1 feedback on this. 

Issue 2: Upon completion of a CS handover from GERAN to UTRAN, the UE will not indicate the availability of the PS domain to upper layers until it receives the Routing Area Information from the UTRAN (signalled in UTRAN Mobility Information message).

RAN2 would also like to specify the behaviour for PS handover on these lines. This would mean that upon completion of a PS handover from GERAN to UTRAN, the UE would not indicate the availability of the CS domain to upper layers until it receives the Location Area Information from the UTRAN (signalled in UTRAN Mobility Information message). RAN2 at this stage thinks that the temporary unavailability of the CS domain, whilst the PS domain is available, would not cause any problems for CN, but would seek confirmation from CN1 and SA2 on this point.

2. Actions:

To SA2/CN1:

1. Please provide feedback on whether, for PS handover in Release 6, the NAS layer expects the RRC layer in the UE to retransmit (towards the GERAN PS domain) any messages that were sent by the UE within UTRAN, but not acknowledged before the UE moved to GERAN.

2. Please provide confirmation that the temporary unavailability of the CS domain upon the completion of the Inter-RAT handover to UTRAN would not cause any problems to the NAS.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG2 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG2 #48bis
10th – 14th October, 2005
Cannes, France

TSG-RAN WG2 #49
7th – 11th November, 2005
TBD, Korea

PAGE  
2

