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1
Introduction

For most companies, it is important that TISPAN uses the IMS specifications in a manner that ensures a common initial development, and, a common future evolutionary path.

Within 3GPP, SA 2 is responsible for the overall architecture of the 3GPP system. As such, SA 2 appears to be the guardian for the IMS architecture.

2
Mobility

Currently, TISPAN are believed to have left Mobility out of their phase 1 specifications. 

While this might appear to simplify their work in the short term, history has shown that adding mobility “as a second phase” to a system is rarely successful. (Consider Telepoint, DECT etc...)

Conversely, the quite widespread utilisation of GSM in fixed situations shows that mobile networks are well adapted to a fixed role.

3
Risk

Unless TISPAN has a well considered solution (or multiple solutions) for adding mobility in their second phase of specifications, there is a considerable risk that the TISPAN specifications will enter a “cul de sac” which will lead to future divergence of TISPAN equipment from the 3GPP equipment.

4
Proposal

It is proposed that (as the body responsible for the overall 3GPP system architecture) SA 2 request TISPAN to present their Mobility concept (or concepts) to 3GPP. This needs to be done in a timely manner so that 3GPP can be assured that the “TISPAN changes” to the 3GPP specifications will not lead to divergence of products.

A
Annex A: some current concerns

1
NATs

TISPAN’s use of NATs between the “UE” and the P-CSCF seems to require frequent packet transfer (e.g every 2 minutes) between the two devices to keep the ‘mapping’ within the NAT alive. This is NOT a solution that is really suitable for mobile devices, where, radio interference, network load and battery life factors lead to Periodic timers being set to larger values (eg 2 hours).

2
Mobile IP

If TISPAN are planning to provide mobility with Mobile IP, what are the concepts to be used to get through NATs? Should these concepts already be incorporated into the SAE work?

3
etc.

As a mobile operator, Vodafone does not believe that it is our role to complete this list….
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