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	A association between SGSN and MSC/VLR (specified in 3GPP TS 23.060) is initiated by the SGSN and the SGSN stores the MSC/VLR number. The MSC/VLR number indicates the serving MSC/VLR. If the SGSN or the MSC/VLR changes, the association is updated, for example, if the serving MSC/VLR changes, SGSN stores the number of the new MSC/VLR. 
As specified in 3GPP TS 23.236, SGSN always selects MSC/VLR according to hash value from IMSI. But, this selection mechanism doesn't satisfy the requirement of MS re-distribution, because the serving MSC/VLR may change. 
Selection of MSC/VLR according to MSC/VLR number can improve the possibility that SGSN selects a same serving MSC/VLR.
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5.5.4
Support of Combined Procedures

The SGSN has to select an MSC at the Gs interface for the combined procedures if multiple MSCs are configured for the relevant LAI. The MSC out of the available MSCs is selected based on the selection mechanism below:
-
If SGSN has MSV/VLR number, the SGSN selects the MSC/VLR according to the number.
-
If the MSC/VLR indicated by the number is not configured in SGSN, or if SGSN has no MSC/VLR number, SGSN selects MSC/VLR according to the value (V) from IMSI 

This prevents an MSC change for many MSs if an SGSN fails and the re-attaching MSs would get assigned another MSC by the new SGSN. Two HLR updates instead of one would be the result.

From the IMSI the SGSN derives a value (V) using algorithm [(IMSI div 10) modulo 1000]. Every value (V) from the range 0 to 999 corresponds to a single MSC node. Typically many values of (V) may point to the same MSC node. The configuration of the MSC node should be the same in the same RNC area.
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