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1. Overall Description:

TS23.234 includes a requirement for the Flow Based Charging mechanisms to support “credit pooling”. SA2 has agreed the attached CR clarifying that the objective of this requirement is simply to reduce credit fragmentation when multiple services are active.
SA2 is aware that there already exists a credit pooling mechanism within the IETF-defined Diameter Credit Control protocol. SA2 would like to clarify that the intention of the credit pooling requirement is simple to reduce credit fragmentation and that, with this objective in mind, Stage 3 groups should be free to apply the IETF-defined mechanism in the most straightforward way.

In particular, the SA2 requirement should not be taken to imply that credit pooling must have a particular scope (in the sense of the scope within which credit can be pooled i.e. within or between PDP Contexts in the case of GPRS). However, the objective will be best met if the scope is as wide as possible without introducing unnecessary complexity.

2. Actions:

To SA5:
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests SA5 to take into account the above considerations in their work on credit pooling on the Gy reference point.
3. Dates of Next SA3 Meetings:

SA2#43
15-19 November 2004

Seoul, Korea

SA2#44
26 Jan - 02 Feb 2005

Milan, Italy

