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1. Introduction

During the course of Release 6 standards development some new features have been introduced to provide advanced core network capabilities for packet-based services:

· Enhanced policy control allows the operator to perform service based QoS policy control for their session-based PS applications;

· Flow-based charging allows for more granular end-user charging, accounting and online credit control

These features provide a comprehensive set of new capabilities, but have yet to address the subscription aspects and differentiation based on end-user subscription classes. This contribution seeks feedback from the meeting whether and to what extent 3GPP standardization is desired for these aspects.

2. Discussion

As a brief recap, the Rel6 architecture for providing enhanced QoS and charging control is described in the figure below:
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While this architecture provides a consistent set of enhancements for the packet core network, it should be investigated how some further core network capabilites tie in with these enhacements. 

Particularly, the QoS and charging differentiation capabilities provided by the new functionalities within the GGSN (i.e the TPF and the PEF) could be further explored and utilized by adding user subscription awareness to the architecture. The contributors feel that the QoS and charging control architectures show a great degree of similarity (and rightly so), hence the utilization (and possible standardization) of user  subscription data are probably best addressed for both of these at the same time.

3. Summary

Nokia would appreciate feedback from SA2#39 on the notion raised above, and would be happy to provide a new work item if deemed necessary for addressing these issues. 
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