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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks T1A1 for their LS T1A1/2003-070r1 on “Mapping between ITU-T and 3GPP QoS Classes and Traffic Descriptors”.  SA2 shares the view of T1A1 that for the provision of end to end wireless / wireline QoS interworking, an interworking function may be needed, and in principle the suggested mapping between 3GPP and ITU-T QoS Classes is a good base for further investigation.

Further consideration is needed regarding the details of the way forward. However SA2’s general views are provided below.
· An Interworking Function may be needed to support interfacing with external networks that are based on the ITU-T QoS specifications (e.g. ITU-T Y.1541), sufficient to enable service providers to comply with end to end performance objectives for the QoS classes and to take into consideration the network performance parameters across network sections.

· The specification of such an interworking function should be considered in the 3GPP Release 7 timeframe. 
· The Interworking Function should be specified by a single organization and this work may be more appropriate for ITU-T than 3GPP. 
· The existing 3GPP QoS mechanisms should not be destabilized by the mentioned interworking function. Please note that the 3GPP QoS classes and the other 3GPP QoS parameters should be considered relevant only in the scope of a 3GPP network and should not be modified due to the introduction of the interworking.
SA2 will take further consideration of the issues that are described in the Liaison Statement
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2. Actions:


SA2 would appreciate ITU-T’s views regarding the development of this Interworking Function specification within ITU-T with close working cooperation between groups.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA2 Meetings:

TSG-SA2 Meeting #39 
19th – 23rd April 2004
Shenzhen, China
TSG-SA2 Meeting #40
17th – 21st May 2004
Sophia Antipolis, France






