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Introduction

At SA2#34 in Brussels SA2 approved a CR, which intended to facilitate migration to the Release 6 solution for interworking with external SIP networks. This CR was slightly modified and approved at SA#21. However, CR337revision 2 triggered controversial discussions in CN1. In N1-031725 they ask SA2 for further guidance. CN1 describes four possible ways forward, but does not preclude other options.
Discussion

Considering that

· Release 5 is frozen;

· Interworking with external SIP networks is a Release 6 feature;

· Both Release 5 and Release 6 UEs will try to initiate a session with preconditions;

· CN1 and SA3 have concluded that the IM CN Subsystem in Release 5 should be considered as a closed network, e.g. when it comes to trust relations (for handling of P-asserted identity);

· Support for features should not be confused with error handling; in particular there is a difference between a 3GPP UE not using preconditions (though use is mandated) and an external client that does not support preconditions;

· Introducing Release 5 mechanisms in the network, which are no longer supported in Release 6, is not desirable; 

It is proposed that

· No changes are applied to the existing procedures as specified in TS 23.228 and 24.229, i.e. option 4 in CN1 liaison S2-033907 (N1-031725) is selected;

· It is clarified that restrictions on sessions without pre-conditions is applied by restricting sessions with external clients, see CR in companion contribution S2-034147. 
Note: This does not pre-clude additional implementation specific error handling mechanisms, which could be Release 5 specific or forward-compatible. E.g. a P-CSCF may terminate a session if there is no GCID available for a session on a 200 OK (with active media).

Proposal

· Select option 4 in the CN1 liaison statement.

· Approve the necessary correction in companion contribution S2-034147.













