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1. Introduction

In SA2 #35 it was decided to send an LS (S2-033810) on WLAN Charging Architecture to SA5 SWG-B. Because of timing issues the SA5 Chairman decided to send an email with comments directly to the author of the LS. The content of the email is included in the following section.
Statement
Dear Sabine,
One behalf of SA5 SWGB (Charging) I am replying directly to you on your incoming SA2 LS S5-034721 (S2-033810) on WLAN Charging Architecture, given that the next SA2 meeting, for which we envisage you would need our response, is already this week.

Please find below some feedback after this LS and the attached TS 23.234 were discussed in the charging group during SA5 #36 ( Nov 17-21, 2003).  SA5 would ask you to convey our feedback to SA2.

As far as the comments raised at the Joint Session of SA5 with SA2 during the SA5#34 / SA2#32 meetings, as described in the meeting notes section 4.1 and 4.2 (attached for your convenience), SA5 feel that these comments are still principally valid after studying TS 23.234v2.2.0.  However, SA5 does not feel any of these are critical and believe outstanding issues can be solved, in cooperation with SA2 if need be, once the charging work is handed over to SA5.  In particular, SA5 comments from the Joint Session that centre around the charging architecture are considered most valid with respect to the above statement.

SA5 has been following the vivid discussion in SA2 on the most appropriate tunnelling for 3GPP inter-worked WLAN.  With respect to charging, both tunnelling options discussed in SA2 can be supported by the common charging architecture and framework that was described by the chair of SA5 SWG-B at the SA2/SA5 Joint Session.  SA5 realises that the recommendations made by its representatives at the Joint Session - to involve GSMA and SA1 in discussing the WLAN charging requirements - are being pursued currently.  Handover of charging work to SA5 should occur no later than concluding the requirements discussions, from SA5 perspective this should be possible within the next couple of month.

SA5 also realises that the agreements with SA2 concerning the handover of work and removal of charging reference points from TS 23.234 have been postponed with respect to the time schedule envisaged at the Joined Session.  However, under the schedule for those targets outlined in the previous paragraph, SA5 still feel it can assure the completion of WLAN charging for both online and offline charging within the Rel-6 timeframe.

SA5 kindly asks SA2 to take these comments and proposals into account, and is looking forward to cooperate with SA2 and assist if required.  Thank you for your assistance. 
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