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1. 
Introduction

In their LS S2-033331 (R3-031469) RAN3 questions the possibility to get different content for a same service in different Local Multicast Area as described in the stage 1 requirement (22.146) and express the following concerns:

· multiple MBMS Iu bearers might be needed for the same service in order to provide different service content data,

· UE in Soft Handover with several legs while each in different local multicast areas and Iur mobility needs to be considerd.

2. 
Discussion

As currently defined in SA2 architecture, the MBMS Session Start defines the Multicast Area in which the same MBMS content will be sent: each cell of the whole MBMS Multicast Area defined for the session will receive the same MBMS data.

As a consequence, with the currently defined architecture, there is no way to distribute different MBMS data (during a session) in different part of the Multicast Area for a single MBMS Bearer Service.

In order to send different MBMS content, a new session may be started. As sessions take place consecutively, this will not result in a parallel Iu bearers.

In order to send different MBMS content in parallel, a new MBMS Bearer Service has to be started in parallel. This new MBMS Bearer Service would be independent of the original one as far as the Core Network and RAN are concerned, although at the application layer there may be relationships between the two.

In other words, there may be different Iu bearers established for different content but this needs to be done as different sessions or different MBMS Bearer Services.

3. 
Conclusion

If SA2 group agrees with the above discussion, we propose to respond to RAN3 group (copy SA1) in order to advise them that “The same MBMS data will be sent in all the cells of the whole MBMS Multicast Area defined for the session (Session Start). There may be different Iu bearers established for different content but these need to be established via different sessions not taking place in parallel but successively. There may also be multiple Iu bearers in parallel but established as different MBMS Bearer Services.”

































































































