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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks SA4 for their response to our liaison on Minimum UE Capabilities in which SA4 ask for clarification of the characteristics of the MBMS bearers, so they may consider the appropriate protocols and codecs for the MBMS application(s) that SA4 is specifying.

From an SA2 perspective, the MBMS Bearer Service provides unreliable, unsequenced, unidirectional (downlink) transport for arbitrary IP packet data.

Exactly how unreliable a particular MBMS Bearer Service is is determined by the QoS attribute values requested by the application. SA2 notes that efficient design of the multicast RABs may or may not mean that a smaller range of QoS attribute values will be supported for MBMS compared to existing RABs. This is an issue for the RAN and GERAN groups.

Therefore, SA2 requests RAN and GERAN groups to provide feedback to SA4 on whether or not they can expect the same QoS attribute values to be supported by MBMS Bearers as by existing RABs. 

2. Actions:

To RAN and GERAN groups:

To clarify whether they anticipate that MBMS RABs can support the same ranges of QoS attribute values as existing (unicast) RABs, or whether (GE)RAN design and efficiency considerations imply that a lesser value range will be supported.

3. Date of Next TSG-SA2 Meetings:

TSG-SA2 Meeting #33 
7th-11th July, Sophia Antipolis

TSG-SA4 Meeting #34
August, Brussels
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