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Introduction

At the last TSG SA plenary meeting #18, SA2 was asked to study the system aspects and impacts of enhanced TFO (eTFO).  The status of discussion reached at SA2#29 is S2-030427.  Contributions S2-030863, S2-030864, S2-030865, and S2-030866 provide additional input to the liaison to SA.

Based on this information, the following summary is proposed for the liaison statement to SA.

Summary and Conclusion

3GPP SA WG2 has studied the proposals for eTFO and possible impacts on the overall system. Thanks to the big effort of all involved parties, a much clearer picture of eTFO and possible impacts is available than at SA#18.

Compared to TFO, eTFO would provide bandwidth savings, but they are less than with TrFO.

The protocol messages for eTFO would be built upon the existing TFO messages, however the mechanisms in the network and thus the overall impact would be different, as eTFO is not entirely end-to-end. Framing protocol and user plane impacts are considered to be the biggest impact of eTFO on the overall system. SA2 notes that the expertise for these topics is in CN3 and CN4.

In terms of resource utilization, eTFO is less efficient than TrFO.

SA2 concludes that for the bearer independent core network defined in 3GPP TS 23.205 by CN4, eTFO would be an alternative solution for a problem, which is already solved by TrFO and TFO/TrFO inter-working. However no compelling advantages have been identified, which would justify standardizing an alternative.  

