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Introduction

At the SFO SA2 meeting the Gr’ signaling was included in the Annex of the TS for backward compatibility towards legacy pre-release 6 HLRs that are 3GPP PS Release 99 capable for accessing 3GPP PS services. In its drawback, it was noted that Gr’ signaling could not support simultaneous GPRS and WLAN connections without requiring proprietary modifications to the HLR or the SGSN.  This contribution proposes a method that allows support of simultaneous connection with out requiring the modification to SGSN and HLR. 

Discussion

The goal of simultaneous access is fulfilled if one is able to authenticate and authorize a WLAN user utilizing the GPRS signaling without impacting GPRS connection (if any). The GPRS network was meant to be single mode i.e. a GPRS subscriber was expected to use only one GPRS capable device per subscription. The unique subscription is represented by SIM (Subscriber Identity Module). In order to enforce this behavior, the HLR upon receiving updateGprsLocation from a new SGSN sends cancelLocation to the previous SGSN automatically. This causes the previous SGSN to delete the context for that GPRS device.

Since the MAP specification for HLR requires it to detect the SGSN change by comparing the SGSN number (the SGSN’s ISDN number) and SGSN address (SGSN’s IP address) provided in the updateGprsLocation message with SGSN number and address stored in user profile at the HLR.  The HLR records the new SGSN information if it sees a change. 

If the HLR were to receive an UpdateGprsLocation message that contained same SGSN information as stored in the HLR, the cancelLocation procedure will not trigger but the entity sending UpdateGprsLocation will receive the subscriber data. A 3GPP AAA Server can use the “spoofed” updateGprsLocation message whenever it determines that user was GPRS attached. If user is not attached at all, the 3GPP AAA server will use its own number and address for the procedure. In the reverse case i.e. when the UE initiates a GPRS connection while the user is connected to WLAN, the 3GPP AAA Server will silently ignore the cancel location message due to location update. It is important to note that cancelLocation message carries a cancellation type that distinguishes cancellation due to location update from cancellation due to subscription withdrawal.

The mandatory fields in updateGPRSLocation message are IMSI, SGSN number and SGSN address.  The 3GPP AAA Server will use MAP_SEND_INFO_FOR_GPRS in order to find if the UE is GPRS attached at any SGSN. The response to this query will provide the IP address (SGSN number) of the serving SGSN. Since the IP addresses of the SGSNs are unique, the 3GPP AAA Server can obtain corresponding ISDN number by means of a look up table stored locally. Of course, whenever a new SGSN is added in the network, this table will need to be updated. In case, the 3GPP AAA Server does not find an ISDN number for an IP address, it would treat this case as configuration error.

In case MAP_SEND_INFO_FOR_GPRS does not return any IP address, the 3GPP AAA Server will use its own IP address and ISDN number while formulating the updateGprsLocation. 

Network initiated GPRS Subscription cancellation will still work because whenever user is GPRS attached the HLR will always have correct serving SGSN’s information. However, the subscription cancellation towards 3GPP AAA Server will not happen if the both GPRS and WLAN connections were up at the same time. This will get corrected automatically at next WLAN connection attempt.
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