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1. Overall Description:

CN4 thanks SA2 for their LS on "Proposed TR for the architectural aspects of early UE handling" in TDoc S2‑023102/N4‑021475. In this LS, SA2 asked the following question:

"At inter-MSC location updating, can the MAP signalling between MSC/VLRs that obtains the IMSI be easily extended to also obtain an IMEISV stored in the old VLR?"

After some discussion, CN4 came to the conclusion that updating the MAP signalling between MSC/VLRs would not be sufficient for SA2's needs. This is because the stored IMEI is reliable only when the MS performs a periodic location update. For an IMSI Attach or a "normal" Location Update, the handset could have been powered down and the SIM card could have been swapped out into a different UE. Since an inter‑VLR location update is by definition a "normal" location update, the stored IMEI could be out of date.

In CN4's understanding, the only way to be certain that the VLR always stores the up-to-date IMEISV is for the MSC/VLR to retrieve the IMEISV from the mobile at every IMSI attach and every "normal" location update.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CN4 asks SA2 to note the above answer to their question posed in TDoc S2‑023102/N4‑021475.

3. Date of Next CN4 Meetings:

CN4 #18
10th Feb. – 14th Feb. 2003

Dublin, Ireland
CN4 #19
19th May – 23rd May 2003

TBD, USA
