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1. Overall Description:

In LS S2-023241 (=S1- 022010) SA1 ask SA2 whether they see benefits from the architectural point of view in standardising a transcoding interface.

SA2 discussed this issue and do not see benefits in a standardised transcoding interface from architectural point of view. MMS describes a number of conversion functions. The conversion (transcoding) between different media types and/or formats is one of these conversion functions. The specification of an interface to a transcoding function will result in extensive specification and also testing effort for all possible conversions. This may negatively impact the time to market for such equipment. Furthermore it is assumed that new media formats or types for which conversion may be required do frequently appear.

Not specifying such a transcoding interface within 3GPP does not prevent manufacturers to offer transcoding units for MMS or IMS messaging network entities. Software technology offers a number of widely accepted means for such purposes.

2. Actions:

none

3. Date of next SA2 Meetings:

	Title
	Date
	Location
	Country

	SA2#29
	January 20-24, 2003
	San Francisco
	USA

	SA2#30
	February 24-28, 2003
	Milan
	Italy


