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1. 
Discussion

No requirement/working assumption can be found in MBMS stage-1 nor stage-2 that UTRAN should know the IDs of the MBMS "joined" UEs/subscribers in a given cell, which implies no UTRAN UE specific MBMS context is needed, but rather service specific MBMS is expected to be used. 

The use of the UE specific MBMS context, would require that UTRAN should know the IDs of the UEs/subscribers who have joined any of the given MBMS service. According to the proposed functionality split in stage-2, this information is going to be available only in CN and thus requires additional signalling over Iu interface. Even if the list of the "joined" UEs/subscribers is provided to the UTRAN upon MBMS RAB assignment, signalling is still required for the updating of this list. 

However, a clear requirement exists that UTRAN needs to be able to calculate if the UEs/subscribers in a certain location are above the operator-defined threshold that is used for connection type selection (i.e. p-t-p or p-t-m).

What needs some more clarification regarding the above is whether the type selection is required only at the beginning of the MBMS data transmission (i.e. only once) or whether it should be provided dynamically during any MBMS service transmission.

2.
Points for Confirmation/Clarification

· No Subscriber IDs are available at UTRAN side, but only in CN side.

· Service specific context is expected to be generated at the UTRAN side (not user specific).

· Is the connection type selection expected to be dynamic and why? Namely should the operator be able to select the connection type only once at the beginning of s certain MBMS multicast session (which last for example for 10 minutes), or should it be a dynamic process that can change the type (between p-t-p and p-t-m) multiple times within a certain session. 

· If the case is the latter, what is the justification for the signalling overhead that is caused.

· If the case is the former shouldn't the CN be responsible for establishing the p-t-p and p-t-m links instead of UTRAN (as it is required below)?

6.1.2
Multicast Mode

The radio access network (UTRAN/GERAN) shall provide the following functionality for efficient  support of MBMS

· responsible for establishment of point to multipoint or point to point channels on the air interface to support MBMS.

· capable of routing MBMS traffic over either a point to multipoint channel or over a point to point channel.

· capable of discovering the number of MBMS users within a cell

· makes the decision to select channel type (point to multipoint or point to point) based on the number of users within a cell receiving MBMS service. The threshold value for this is operator defined

3.
Conclusion

It is proposed that the above bullet points should be discussed and the outcome ,if found necessary, should be communicated to relevant RAN WGs.  

