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 AUTONUMLGL  Introduction

Having a common identifier to identify a MBMS service in case of Iu-FLex, which means selecting option a in section 6.10.2, provides the simplest solution to the Iu-Flex matter. The BM-SC could provide this common identifier. This is fully in line with the Gmb interface that can be used by the BM-SC to provide this common identifier and is in line with the ‘Service Id’ proposed in the tdoc “Convergence of Multicast architecture” provided by Nortel and Alcatel. 

This common identifier ‘Service Id’ would be used everywhere to name the same MBMS service: in CDR, when requiring it from SGSN to RAN, ...and would be independent of the IP version (V4 / V6) used by the multicast group.
 AUTONUMLGL  Proposal

It is proposed to select option ‘a’ in section 6.10.2 and alter the text in the MBMS TR accordingly:

6.10.2 Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes (Iu-Flex)
Iu-flex brings some complications to the multicast architecture.  Iu-flex allows users on the same RNC to be registered in different SGSNs.  Hence following the normal method of user plane using the same SGSN as the user is registered in could result in multiple streams to the RNC. 

If IU-Flex is employed, it is possible for users within a multicast group to be served by the same RNC but different SGSN.  In this situation some of the MBMS IE must be the same even though different SGSNs may be involved. Therefore a Service Identifier (Service Id) is assigned by the same network element, i.e. the BM-SC. The definition of the Service Id is FFS.
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