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1 Introduction

The current discussion on the filter criteria indicate that there is lack of clarity on the timing of the evaluation of the filter criteria.  This contribution proposes that the application servers (SIP-AS, IM-SSF, OSA-SCS) that are to receive the SIP information is evaluated at the reception of the session establishment message.

2 Discussion

As the stage 2 activity of a standardisation project is to define the information required by the functional entities, and the timing of the information required by the functional entities, the necessary information and the timing of the information is the should be clear to the standardisation groups performing the stage 3 activity.

There are two options for the evaluation of the filter criteria.  Either the filter criteria selects the application servers that are to receive the SIP signalling based upon the SIP message receive by the S-CSCF, or the filter criteria for subsequent application servers takes into account the modification performed by previous application servers.

The approach of evaluating the application servers to be forwarded the SIP signalling based upon the received SIP message simplifies the filter criteria approach and evaluation.  The filters to be linked in can simply be evaluated at the reception of the SIP message, and the path for application servers can be determined.  This allows the SIP signalling to be routed between the application servers and the S-CSCF using existing SIP mechanisms.

The approach of evaluating the next application server to be forwarded the SIP signalling based upon the modifications made be the previous application servers requires the filter criteria to be evaluated when the SIP message is received from each application server, and requires extra information to be included on the ISC to allow the S-CSCF to determine the state of the filter evaluation process.  Such unnecessary extensions should be avoided in R5.

3 Conclusion

This contribution proposes that the application servers that receive the SIP signalling for the that subscriber is evaluated on the SIP message received by the S-CSCF.

