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Discussion

Document 23.228 discusses support for sip compression in P-CSCF but does not say anything about sip compression capability in the UE. Recent CN1 discussions on sip compression have indicated that some CN1 delegates interpret this as having the capability of sip compression in UE to be optional and not required.

Such an interpretation can create terminal compatibility issues since in that case there will be release 5 terminals that do not support sip compression capability. 

The operators may decide to have sip compression turned on e.g. for sip services like instant messaging where a great deal of service traffic is sip related. Also because of call setup delays, conversational sip sessions may mandate sip compression. Operator policies and roaming agreements will be affected if some terminals from release 5 refuse to provide even basic support for sip compression or compression negotiation. There could be a problem in inter-working between PCSCF of an operator that mandates sip compression and a terminal that does not support it at all. Also release 5 terminals that do not support sip compression negotiation will have problems when release 6 comes along that may mandate sip compression negotiation.
Conclusion

Capability for basic sip compression negotiation and default compression algorithms in UE is required. The use of these compression capabilities shall be optional, dependent on the operator policy (for roamers it shall be dependent on roaming agreements between service providers).

SA2 documents therefore should indicate that while the use of sip compression is optional depending upon operator policies and roaming agreements, a basic sip compression capability in UE (i.e. sip compression negotiation, default compression algorithm) is required.

Recommendation

If SA2 agrees, AWS is willing to, 

1. bring a CR to 23.228 and/or 23.221 to reflect this clarification

2. send an LS to CN1 to inform them of SA2 position

