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1. Overall Description:

CN4 thanks RAN3 for their reply LS and for considering the proposal made by CN4. The solution suggested by RAN3 (to always reserve new terminations) is however not acceptable; it is desired to avoid wasting signalling and resources. CN4 agrees that the RNC is in control of the Iu transport bearers, however the modification is under request from the MSC and the MSC should be aware of what changes are possible and what changes are being made. It is not possible for only one end of a connection to direct this alone.

The purpose of the original proposal meant that the decision to modify the connection or not could be still left up to the RNC – but it would inform the MSC if it would or would not. I.e. this is more of a service level function than a bearer level function (although of course it is dependent on the transport capability). Perhaps this was not conveyed clearly enough by our Liaison Statement.

In light of the reply from RAN3 it is CN4’s intention to implement Option 2 as described in N4-011076. This enables the MSC to determine if the current Iu transport connection can be modified. If it can then the MSC will not send any new transport address or transport association in the RAB Assignment Modification and will not reserve new terminations. If the Iu transport cannot be modified then a new termination will be reserved and new Iu Transport Association provided.

In the RANAP specification (TS 25.413) the following text is given to describe the handling of the RAB during modification (chapter 8.2.2):

" At a RAB modification, it is up to the RNC to decide if any transport network control plane signalling shall be performed or if the already existing transport bearer shall be used. If the RNC decides to establish a new transport bearer, the transport network control plane signalling shall use the possibly included Transport Layer Address IE and Iu Transport Association IE. Then the switch over to this new transport bearer shall be done immediately after transport bearer establishment and initialisation of the user plane mode. If the RNC decides to modify the already existing transport bearer, the transport network control plane signalling shall not use the possibly included Transport Layer Address IE and Iu Transport Association IE. That is, re-binding with Iu Transport Association IE shall not be done."

CN4 delegates find this description very misleading as it appears that the RNC decides whether it shall establish a new transport bearer, in which case it requires Transport Layer Address and Iu Transport Association but these are optional and described here as only “possibly included”. The MSC must know to include these or not. As the change CN4 is proposing will mean that the MSC knows if the transport can be modified or not then the MSC will decide whether it needs to include Transport Layer Address IE and Iu Transport Association IE.

In this case the action by the RNC should be that when these I.E.s are included in the RAB Assignment Modification the RNC shall use them.

2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
CN4 asks RAN3 group to update the RANAP protocol (TS 25.413) to clarify the use of the Transport Layer Address IE and Iu Transport Association IE when receiving a RAB Assignment modification as described above. The inclusion of this change is required within the Release 5 timeframe.
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