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Introduction

A CR which modified the use of the PCO IE was objected to by Lucent at the SA Plenary in Bejing.  Lucent feel S2 need to discuss the implications of the proposed change before agreement.

Information
· The rationale behind the decision is based on maintaining backward compatibility as expected in 23.207:

· “The UMTS QoS negotiation mechanisms used for providing end-to-end QoS shall be backward compatible with UMTS Release 99.”

· The function of the PCO being to configure the terminal using the  “Activate/Create PDP Context” messages.  The PCO is not carried in the “Create Secondary PDP Context” or the “Modify PDP Context” messages in R99.  The change that was being proposed would have the PCO included in these messages.  

Impact
· In GPRS the PCO is used to carry configuration information transparent to the SGSN.  

· The SGSN relays the PCO between L3 Session Management  and GTP(Activate and Create PDP Context messages respectively). The SGSN is not programmed to handle the IE in ‘Activate Secondary’ and ‘Modify’ L3SM messages. As such, R99 and R4 SGSN will not be able to pass the PCO IE between SM and GTP for these messages. 

Issues for discussion:

· We, S2, need to state whether it is a goal or not to allow re-use of R99 and R4 SGSN in support of IMS roaming to R4/R99 networks.

· Independent of this, the use of the PCO may prove not to be the best choice: a new IE may be better a course of action. 

· Possibly, solutions that do not require transfer of information for policy control may allow for the avoidance of inter-release compatibility problems.

Conclusion

Discussion of the inter-release compatibility, roaming aspects should be fully considered before addition by CR of PCO IE to ‘Activate Secondary’ or ‘Modify PDP’ Context messages. 
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