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Introduction

At TSG SA meeting #13 in Beijing, contribution SP-010425, supported by a broad range of companies including AWS, was presented proposing the re-prioritization of the Release 5 capabilities and features. Unfortunately, there was no consensus reached by the meeting on this contribution or the revision SP_010591. However, based on the discussion in SA#13  it is clear that there is overwhelming support for the revisiting of Release 5 priorities in order to achieve a timely stabilization of Release 5 and support acceptable time to market for Release 5 services.

We will, in this contribution, discuss the AWS views on the priority of IMS Number Portability (NP) and will propose for S2 to redefine the priorities of the work items related to NP. We also propose to send liaison statements to several other TSG’s to inform them of our agreed priorities. 

Discussion

Name and number portability relate to the topic of IMS addressing in general. In contribution SP-010425 work items related to Addressing and Number portability were categorized in table 1 and 3 as 1.17 and 1.18, and 3.16 and 3.17. The table below is a partial copy of tables 1 and 3 of SP-010425. The numbers in column 2 refer to the work item numbers as found in the 3GPP workplan version October 11th, 2001.

Ref.
3GPP workplan
Major feature
Sub-feature
Impacted 3GPP group

1.17
1290
Addressing
SIP and tel URI
SA2, CN4

1.18
-

Address Translation

Relates to where and how address conversion from E.165 to SIP URI is carried out
SA2, CN4

3.16
1732
IMS Number / Name Portability
Name Portability of Sip URL
SA2, CN4

3.17
1732

Number Portability: Interactions with MSISDN number portability
SA2, CN4

· Work plan item #1290: Addressing

This work-item currently does not separate the issue of SIP and Tel URI’s. In AWS’s opinion CS Interworking is not a Release 5 priority (see separate contribution), therefore we consider the work on the use of Tel-URI’s in the IMS as non-essential. Additionally, use of the TEL-URI in Release 5 will likely lead to a requirement to support Tel-URI number portability, which would lead to substantial additional standardization work, endangering timely Release 5 delivery. 

IMS addressing based on SIP-URI obviously is a Release 5 high priority issue, therefore a distinction should be made accordingly in the workplan. 

· Work plan item #1732: Number portability

Currently regulatory requirements for number portability in the IMS domain are quite unclear. Without a clear regulatory requirement, the work on Number Portability can not be considered a high priority issue. Therefore we propose item 3.16 in the table above to be categorized by S2 as a non-essential R5 feature. As mentioned, CS interworking is not a Release 5 high priority, therefore interaction with MSISDN interworking (3.17 above) is not essential.. 

The work related to Name and Number portability (WI 1732) is being performed by CN4. The lack of a clear definition on the requirements for this feature, has led CN4 to remove the work item until the requirement is clearly defined.  

For the reasons explained above, we suggest S2 to categorize WI 1732 as a non-essential work item for Release 5. 

Proposal

We propose

· for S2 to split workplan item #1290 on IMS Addressing into a SIP –URI and A Tel-URI related item. Work on the Tel-URI should be categorized as non-essential for Release 5.

· for S2 to categorize the work on IMS Name/Number portability, WI # 1732,  as a non-essential feature for Release 5.

· to liaise to S1 requesting S1 to consider the actual requirements for Number Portability, as the exact requirements are currently unclear.

If S2 agrees with the above, AWS volunteers to draft the appropriate liaison statements. 

