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****    FIRST MODIFIED SECTION    ****

6.3.1
Administration of the SGSN ‑ MSC/VLR Association

The SGSN ‑ MSC/VLR association is created at the following occasions:

-
Combined GPRS / IMSI attach.

-
GPRS attach when the MS is already IMSI-attached.

-
Combined RA / LA update when the MS performs IMSI attach and is already GPRS-attached.

-
Combined RA / LA update when an IMSI and GPRS-attached MS changes from an area of network operation mode II or III to an area of network operation mode I.

The association is initiated by the SGSN. The SGSN creates an association by sending a BSSAP+ message concerning a particular MS to the VLR. To get the VLR number for a VLR that does not apply the Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes, or to get the VLR number when the SGSN is not updated with functionality for Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes, the SGSN translates the current RAI to a VLR number via a translation table. An SGSN updated with functionality for Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes, uses the RAI and a hash value from the IMSI when looking up a translation table to determine the VLR number of a VLR that applies Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes. During a CS connection, an MS in class‑B mode of operation (GSM only) cannot perform GPRS attach nor routeing area updates, only MSs in class‑A mode of operation can perform these procedures. If a GPRS attach was made during a CS connection, the association shall be initiated by a combined RA / LA update after the CS connection has been released.

The association is updated on the following occasions:

-
When an MS changes VLR.

-
When an MS changes SGSN.

The association is not updated during a CS connection.

When the MS is in idle mode (see GSM 03.22 [7] and 3GPP TS 23.122 [7b]), the association is updated with the combined RA / LA updates procedure.

In relation to a CS connection, the association is managed in the following way:

MS in class‑A or CS/PS mode of operation:

An MS in class‑A or CS/PS mode of operation makes RA updates but no combined RA / LA updates during the CS connection. In the case when the MS changes SGSN, the SGSN (according to normal RA update procedures, see clause "Inter SGSN Routeing Area Update") updates the HLR and the GGSN, but not the VLR, about the new SGSN number.

In the case when the MS changes MSC during the CS connection, the subscriber data still remains in the old VLR until the CS connection is released and a combined RA / LA update or LA update is made. The association is also not updated during the CS connection.

After the CS connection has been released, a combined RA / LA update is performed (if there has been a change of RA, or if a GPRS attach was performed and the new cell indicates network operation mode I), and the association is updated according to combined RA / LA update procedures, see clause "Combined RA / LA Update Procedure". If the new cell indicates network operation mode II or III, then the MS performs an LA update.

MS in class‑B mode of operation (GSM only):

An MS in class‑B mode of operation does not make any RA updates during a CS connection. The SGSN number therefore remains the same during the CS connection and does not need to be updated in the VLR. In the case when the MS changes MSC during the CS connection, the subscriber data still remains in the old VLR until the CS connection has been released and a combined RA / LA update or LA update is made. Therefore, the VLR number remains the same during the CS connection. After the CS connection has been released, the MS performs an RA update and an LA update if the RA has changed and the new cell indicates network operation mode II or III, or a combined RA / LA update if the RA has changed and the new cell indicates network operation mode I. The association is updated according to the combined RA / LA update procedures, see clauses "Inter SGSN Routeing Area Update" and "Combined RA / LA Update Procedure".

The SGSN ‑ MSC/VLR association is removed at the following occasions:

-
At IMSI detach.

-
At GPRS detach.

When the MSC/VLR receives an LA update via the A or Iu interface from an MS for which an association exists, the MSC/VLR shall remove the association without notifying the SGSN. When the SGSN receives a (non-combined) RA update from an MS for which an association exists, the SGSN shall remove the association without notifying the MSC/VLR. When the MSC/VLR receives a BSSAP+ MS Unreachable message from the SGSN indicating that PPF is cleared, the state of the association shall not be changed at the MSC/VLR.

****    NEXT MODIFIED SECTION    ****
6.10
Tunnelling of non-GSM Signalling Messages Function (GSM only)
Tunnelling of Messages (TOM) is an optional protocol layer that uses the LLC unacknowledged mode procedures to tunnel messages between the MS and the SGSN (see GSM 04.64). TOM uses two LLC SAPs for communication between the MS and the SGSN; one for high-priority messages and one for low-priority messages. A network that supports TIA/EIA‑136 [49] shall support the TOM protocol and the Gs interface.

Upon receiving a non-GSM signalling message from an MS via the TOM protocol, the SGSN forwards the message to a non-GSM MSC/VLR using the BSSAP+ protocol (see GSM 09.18). The specific Gs interface used by the SGSN is determined by the:

-
RAI associated with the current location of the MS, or when an SGSN is updated with functionality for Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes, it should use the RAI and a hash value from the IMSI when looking up a translation table to determine the VLR number of a VLR that applies Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes; and

-
information in the TOM protocol header.

Upon receiving a non-GSM signalling message from a non-GSM MSC/VLR via the BSSAP+ protocol, the SGSN forwards the message to a specific MS using the TOM protocol. The specific MS is determined by the SGSN based on the content of the BSSAP+ header.

The control plane between an MS and a non-GSM MSC/VLR that uses tunnelling procedures for non-GSM signalling is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: Control Plane MS - Non-GSM MSC/VLR

****    END OF MODIFICATIONS    ****
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