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1 Introduction

In SA2#18, S2-011326 “Clarifications on entities understanding codec information” was discussed and the basic principle that the P-CSCF is not aware of codecs was agreed
.

This contribution proposes to agree on the principles and include the principles in TS 23.228.

2 Discussion

The motivation for the P-CSCF not understanding the codec information is repeated in this section.  In previous meetings, it was mentioned that the P-CSCF may remove media information based on other policies other than the codec (e.g. bandwidth requirements).  This TDOC proposes that in such a case, the P-CSCF should reject the session establishment to allow the end-user to see if they end-user desires to establish a multimedia communication with the restricted media.

Further, it has been discussed that it might be interesting for the P-CSCF to understand certain media parameter, however no compelling arguments for this have been presented.  The following disadvantages have been identified:

· The end-user receives inconsistent service while roaming as some medias will be available in some networks and not in others.  This will reduce the motivation for allowing the P-CSCF to be in the roamed-to network as the home operator will not want their subscribers receiving a reduced grade of service.

· The end-user services available to roaming users will be limited by the roamed to network, slowing down or limiting the growth of new services which require new media information.  This is particularly relevant to the service industry.

· The roaming discussions will become more complicated as some operators will be concerned about the services available to their subscribers while roaming – and will wish to avoid artificial service limitations.  As such, this local policy will become an issue for roaming discussions.

· The need to upgrade the P-CSCF with new media types increases the cost for both the operator and the manufacturer.

Note:  It is the contributors understanding that the bearer level requests can be rejected if the do not conform to the local policy for the bearer establishments. 

3 Proposal

This contribution proposes that the following principle is captured in section 5.11.3 “Procedures for codec and media flow negotiations” of TS 23.228.

In order to increase service expansion and provide a consistent service to a roaming subscriber, the P-CSCF is not required to understand the type of media (e.g. video, audio, etc) nor the format of the media (E.G. H.261 video, MPEG video etc) of the session description, nor shall the P-CSCF modify these attributes of the session description.  The P-CSCF may understand other attributes that may be applicable to the local policy. If a P-CSCF implementation provides a local policy on the allowable media aspects, the appropriate action is to either continue or reject the session establishment.

This is reflected in the attached CR

� The Minutes state: “The basic principle (P-CSCF not aware of the codecs) is agreed, but some additional changes (text deletion) Conclusion: Revised to S2-011544, and proposed as a CR.”





