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Introduction

In the drafting sessions held in June in Dallas, the Sr interface was introduced between an AS and the MRFC. However, no details were given with respect to the characteristics of this interface. It was stated that this was for further study and that this interface might be removed again if it turns out that there is no reason to keep it. This contribution argues to remove the Sr interface from the current specifications.

Discussion

Tdoc S2-012205 describes a general SIP-based mechanism to provide service related data to the MRFC. This mechanism is based on the transfer of service related information in SIP message bodies containing XML documents. It is claimed that this mechanism is generally applicable. Examples of the application of this mechanism could be the transfer of booking information for pre-arranged conferences (see tdoc S2-012202), the transfer of announcement parameters (see tdoc S2-012204) and the transfer of floor control information (see tdoc S2-012203).

This same mechanism can be used by an AS to  transfer information between an AS and the MRFC. Therefore, we see no need to maintain the Sr interface in the current specifications and propose to remove it accordingly.

Removal of this interface also has further advantages.

First, less standardization efforts are required, since existing SIP mechanisms are used and no new protocol needs to be defined.

Second, if an AS conveys information relating to a certain MRFC/MRFP service in a SIP message over the ISC and Mr interface, this information can be directly related to the requested service. In case the Sr interface is used for this, it is possible that part of the information relating to the service is conveyed over the ISC and Mr interface, and another part of the required information is transferred over the Sr interface. In this case, a correlation/synchronization between both information streams is necessary within the AS and within the MRFC to combine the information in a correct way. This is not a trivial task.

Third, the Sr interface would require a security relationship between the AS and the MRFC, while at the same time security relationships between the AS and the S-CSCF on the one hand and between the S-CSCF and MRFC have to be provided anyway.

Proposal

Siemens proposes SA2 to agree on the removal of the Sr interface. If agreed, Siemens is willing to provide corresponding CRs to 23.002 and 23.228.

