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Introduction

The MRF is defined in [1] as follows:

"The MRF:

· Performs multiparty call and multi media conferencing functions. MRF would have the same functions of an MCU in an H.323 network.

· Is responsible for bearer control (with GGSN and IM-MGW) in case of multi party/multi media conference

· May communicate with CSCF for service validation for multiparty/multimedia sessions."
In Nokia's view  the functionalities defined above logically belong to functionalities provided by services in the Application and Services domain. Therefore, the MRF element itself is seen as part of the Application and Services domain, where its functionalities can be utilised directly by the S-CSCF, or through other Application Servers.

Nokia sees that the standardisation work to be done on service control and the SIP+ interface may also implicitly cover the functionalities provided by the MRF. By placing MRF to the Application and Services domain, additional specification work can be avoided (no extra conferencing session flow, no need to define Mr interface) without loosing the functionalities provided by the MRF.  

Proposal

Nokia has identified that there are no real benefits to have MRF functionality as a separate IM Core Network element in the reference architecture. It is proposed to include MRF functionalies in the Application and Services domain and remove the MRF from the reference architecture.

If the general approach is agreed, Nokia will bring CRs against the appropriate specifications for approval at SA2#19. 
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