[bookmark: OLE_LINK38][bookmark: OLE_LINK39][bookmark: OLE_LINK40][bookmark: OLE_LINK41]3GPP TSG-SA WG2 Meeting #156E	S2-2304197
Elbonia, April 17 - 21, 2023   	(Rev of)                                  

[bookmark: _Hlk130563103]Title:	[Draft] Reply LS on Support of network slices which have area of service not matching deployed tracking areas
Response to:	(S2-2303958/ R3-230899) Reply LS on Support of network slices which have area of service not matching deployed tracking areas
Release:	Rel-18
Work Item:	eNS_Ph3

Source:	[Ericsson, will be] SA2
To:	RAN3
Cc:	RAN2

Contact Person:	
Name:	Peter Hedman
Tel. Number:	
E-mail Address:	peter (dot) hedman (at) ericsson (dot) com

Send any reply LS to:	3GPP Liaisons Coordinator, mailto:3GPPLiaison@etsi.org 	

Attachments: TS 23.501 CR#4236 (S2-2304196)


1. Overall Description:
SA2 thanks RAN3 for the LS on Support of network slices which have area of service not matching deployed tracking areas. 
SA2 thanks RAN3 for the answers and understands that existing NGAP can be used to appropriately steer the UE with connected mode mobility such that the UE enters or is kept in the network slice service area, and that existing indicators in AoI (e.g., cell level or TA level) are sufficient to identify the NS-AoS of the S-NSSAI. Taking into account the RAN3 replies, SA2 agreed the attached CR. 
RAN3 asked the following question and SA2 would like to answer it as follows:
RAN3 would like SA2 to clarify the definition of ‘zero resources’. Even if there is no data transmission happening in the PDU session of the network slice (as SA2 mentioned in Q2), does this just mean that there are no dedicated resources for this slice or does this slice have no shared resources as well??
SA2 answer:
From an SA2 perspective, the intention is that when “zero resources” are allocated to the S-NSSAI in a cell, the S-NSSAI cannot use any dedicated, prioritized nor any shared resources of that cell.

SA2 expects that the PDU Session resources are to be released if there are no resources allocated to the S-NSSAI, i.e. NG-RAN is to perform such release and informs the CN using the PATH SWITCH REQUEST(for Inter-gNB mobility) or the PDU SESSION RESOURCE NOTIFY (for intra gNB mobility) messages as applicable. However for PDU sessions associated with S-NSSAIs in the Partially Allowed NSSAI, the NG-RAN retains the PDU session context with zero resources allocated (i.e. so that there is no need to perform admission control at handover as no DRB is active) so that the PDU session can be resumed by indicating to the CN when the UE has entered in Connected mode (i.e. during handover) an area where the related network slice is supported to the CN using the PATH SWITCH REQUEST(for Inter-gNB mobility) or the PDU SESSION RESOURCE NOTIFY (for intra gNB mobility) messages as applicable. and notify 5GC as confirmed by the RAN3 LS reply.

2. Actions:
To RAN3:
ACTION: 	SA2 kindly asks RAN3 to take the above into consideration.

3. Date of Next TSG SA WG2 Meetings:
TSG-SA2 Meeting #157   May 22 – 26, 2023 	Berlin, DE
TSG-SA2 Meeting #158   August 21 – 25, 2023 	Goteborg, SE
