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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks CT1 for the LS on deactivation of access stratum due to discontinuous coverage.

The LS S2-2205409/C1-224297 describes as following: 
TS 23.401 has the following requirement related to the deactivation of the access stratum due to DC: 

For UE using a RAN that provides discontinuous coverage (e.g. for satellite access with discontinuous coverage), if the UE knows how the E-UTRAN coverage varies with time based on information defined in TS 36.331 [37] (e.g. from the ephemeris data of a satellite access system that the UE is using) then the UE may deactivate its Access Stratum functions in order to optimise power consumption until coverage returns. Details are specified in TS 36.304 [34] and TS 24.301 [46].

This text does not clarify whether the deactivation of the AS functions due to DC pertains to satellite E-UTRAN access only, E-UTRAN access (satellite and terrestrial), or to a complete deactivation of the AS functions for all the RATs supported by the UE. CT1 would like to ask for clarifications of this aspect.

Answer:
From SA2’s understanding, the deactivation of the AS functions due to DC pertains to satellite E-UTRAN access only, and all other supported RATs are not impacted to enable the UE using other supported RATs to access the network whenever the coverage of other RATs is available. 

SA2 has agreed the attached CRs to clarify it applies to E-UTRAN satellite access and SA2 asks RAN2 to check this understanding and provide feedback if any.

2. Actions:
To CT1 and RAN2 group.
ACTION: 	SA2 kindly asks CT1 and RAN2 to take the above into account and provide feedback to SA2 if RAN2 has any different view.

3. Date of Next TSG SA WG2 Meetings:
TSG-SA2 Meeting #153e   	Oct 10 – 14, 2022 				Elbonia
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