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Abstract: This contribution proposes the overall evaluation for KI#3 Support of UE-to-Network Relay.
1. Introduction/Discussion
There are three types of solutions to address KI# 3 documented in TR 23.752; L2 Relay, L3 Relay without N3IWF and L3 Relay with N3IWF. This contribution provides the overall evaluation and solution comparison from the aspects of QoS, service continuity, security, network control and system impact.
1.1 Evaluation on L2 Relay
The following table summarises the overall of solutions on L2 Relay in this TR.
	Solution
	Main content

	#7
	connection management, path selection, mobility restriction, connection establishment, QoS handling, paging and security

	#16
	Authorization for Relay Service

	#19
	Relay discovery and selection

	#29
	Path switch procedure

	#30
	Authorization of Relay UE and Remote UE

	#35
	Authorization for Relay Service

	#41
	Relay selection for RAN sharing

	#44
	QoS handling


These above solutions solve all the aspects in the KI#3. The followings are the analysis on L2 Relay from the aspects of QoS, service continuity, security, network control and system impact.
On the QoS aspect there is Sol#44 and Sol#7. Sol#44 proposes QoS parameter splitting for PC5 QoS and Uu QoS parameters in CN. This will involve some impacts to the CN, since Remote UE’s CN such as Remote UE’s SMF or PCF needs to know that the Remote UE accesses the network via an indirect network connection. In Sol#7, QoS parameter splitting is performed by RAN, without any impact on the CN. Since RAN has the knowledge of Uu and PC5 interface aspects, such as link quality and available resource, RAN can make more informed and better QoS parameter splitting decisions. So QoS parameter splitting in RAN should be selected.
On the path switch aspect, Sol#29 describes path switch with high-level procedure and an AS related procedure will be defined in RAN solution. Similar to handover, lossless service continuity will be achieved by using the continuous PDCP SN.
On the security aspect, Sol#7 proposes the security of L2 Relay. Security is enforced at the PDCP layer between the Remote UE and RAN. The data of the Remote UE is protected and cannot be intercepted by the Relay UE.
On the network control aspect, the Remote UE has its own NAS connection to network, and the network can control the Remote UE via the L2 Relay, just like a normal UE. Mobility restriction and authorization update can be performed.
On the complexity and feasibility, the Relay UE should support the L2 based data forwarding, with little impact on CN for authorization.
1.2 Evaluation on L3 Relay
The following table summarises the overall of solutions on L3 Relay in this TR.
	Solution
	Main content

	#6
	connection establishment, data transfer, path selection and service continuity

	#16
	Authorization for Relay Service

	#19
	Relay discovery and selection

	#24
	QoS handling, Relay maps 5QI to PQI

	#25
	QoS handling, PCF generates PCC rules and PC5 QoS parameters

	#27
	Secondary Authentication for a L3 Remote UE

	#28
	L3 U2N Relay discovery and connection establishment

	#35
	Authorization for Relay Service

	#38
	PDU session parameters via URSP

	#40
	SMF authorizes Remote UE to use the PDU Session

	#42
	UE-to-Network Relay PDU Session establishment

	#43
	PC5 connection establishment for L3 UE-to-Network Relay without Relay discovery

	#46
	Authorization for Relay UE and Remote UE

	#47
	Authorize a UE to access 5GC via a 5G UE-to-Network Relay


The followings are the analysis on L3 Relay from the aspects of QoS, service continuity, security, network control and system impact.
On the QoS aspect there is Sol#24 and Sol#25. The common part in Sol#24 and Sol#25 is that the CN, such as the PCF, splits the end-to-end QoS requirements to into PC5 QoS and Uu QoS parameters. Since the CN performs QoS parameter splitting without knowledge of Uu and PC5 interface, the QoS parameters may not match the link status causing E2E QoS assurance failure.
On the path switch aspect, Sol#6 proposes that service continuity can be achieved at the application layer, such as using QUIC mechanism. It cannot guarantee lossless delivery. Some packets in the old path may be loss and service interruption maybe experienced.
On the security aspect, in Sol#6, hop-by-hop security is supported in the PC5 link and Uu link. It is not clear how to enforce the security over PDU layer for protection of Remote UE's traffic.
On the network control aspect, Remote UE does not have its own NAS connection to network, and network has lost control of the Remote UE via L3 Relay. Mobility restriction and authorization update cannot be performed. For example, even though the UE is in a Non-Allowed Area or Forbidden Area, it may access a cell in these areas via the UE-to-network Relay. If a UE is not allowed to access via indirect connection due to the subscription, the network cannot notify this authorization revoke info to the UE and the established indirect connection for this UE continues.
On the complexity and feasibility, the Relay UE should support the L3 based data forwarding, with the impact on SMF and PCF for QoS handling and the impact on CN for authorization.
1.3 Evaluation on L3 Relay with N3IWF
The following table summarises the overall of solutions on L3 Relay with N3IWF in this TR.
	Solution
	Main content

	#23
	Connection establishment, security, path switch

	#45
	QoS enforcement for N3IWF based solution

	#46
	Authorization of Relay UE and Remote UE

	#48
	Relay UE advertise network info to assist Remote UE for N3IWF selection


The followings are the analysis on L3 Relay with N3IWF from the aspects of QoS, service continuity, security, network control and system impact.
On the QoS aspect, Sol#45 provides QoS enforcement for the N3IWF based solution, and reuses the Rel-16 approach (N3IWF based solution) and enhances it to support the QoS handling in the underlay network (including the PC5 link between Remote UE and Relay, and Relay UE’s PDU session). For the QoS handling in the underlay network, it proposes that the Remote UE derives PC5 QoS parameters and QoS characteristics of the Relay UE’s PDU session based on the received Additional QoS Information from the N3IWF. However, the Remote UE does not have the knowledge of Uu interface. It is not clear how the Remote UE performs QoS parameter splitting. In addition, the split QoS parameters may not match the link status causing E2E QoS assurance failure.
On the path switch aspect, Sol#23 proposes to reuse the handover of a PDU Session procedure between 3GPP and untrusted non-3GPP access. However, different from the handover within the 3GPP access, since there is no interface between RAN (3GPP access) and N3IWF (non-3GPP access) for data forwarding, it cannot guarantee that all the packets in the old transmission path can be delivered to Remote UE. As a result, there will be packet loss and Remote UE will experience the service interruption.
On the security aspect, in Sol#23, Remote UE accesses the N3IWF via Relay UE’s PDU session and PC5 link between Remote UE and Relay UE. The data traffic is protected by IPSec between the Remote UE and N3IWF.
On the network control aspect, the Remote UE has its own NAS connection to network, and network can control the Remote UE, like a normal UE. However, mobility restriction does not apply to Non-3GPP access. 
On the complexity and feasibility, the Remote UE should support IPSec and the Relay UE needs to support L3 based data forwarding. The solution depends upon the N3IWF, and this will bring complexity to deployment and adoption. The IPSec connection between Remote UE and N3IWF requires keep alives, which causes more power consumption for the Remote UE and the Relay UE.
1.4 Solution comparison
Followings are the summary of the solution comparison.
	Evaluation criteria
	L2 Relay
	L3 Relay
	L3 Relay with N3IWF

	QoS
	RAN makes the precise QoS parameter splitting with the knowledge of Uu and PC5 interface. QoS parameters can better match the link status.
	CN makes QoS parameter splitting without the knowledge of Uu and PC5 interface. QoS parameters may not match the link status causing E2E QoS assurance failure.
	Remote UE makes QoS parameter splitting for the underlay network without the knowledge of Uu interface. QoS parameters may not match the link status causing E2E QoS assurance failure.
E2E delay requirement may not be satisfied due to the long transmission path.

	Service continuity
	Similar to handover, lossless service continuity can be achieved by using the continuous PDCP SN.
	The solution depends upon application layer implementation. It cannot guarantee lossless delivery. Some packets in the old path may be lost and service interruption may be experienced.
	Session continuity is supported, but it cannot guarantee the lossless delivery and some packets in the old path may be lost.

	Security
	Enforced at the PDCP layer between the Remote UE and the RAN. The data of Remote UE is protected and cannot be intercepted by the Relay UE.
	Hop-by-hop security, but the data of Remote UE can be intercepted by Relay UE.
	Using IPSec between the Remote UE and N3IWF, the data of Remote UE is protected and cannot be intercepted by Relay UE.

	Network control
	Full control, same as a normal UE.
	Partial control, mobility restriction and authorization update cannot be performed.
	Partial control, mobility restriction cannot be performed.

	Complexity and Feasibility
	Relay UE should support the L2 based data forwarding. Little impact on CN for authorization.
	Relay UE should support the L3 based data forwarding. Impact on SMF and PCF for QoS handling and impact on CN for authorization.
	Remote UE should support IPSec and Relay UE should support the L3 based data forwarding. The solution depends upon the N3IWF, and this will bring complexity to deployments and adoption restrict and delay Relay business. To keep IPSec connection alive will consume more UE power.



Thus, from the aspects of QoS assurance, service continuity, security and network control, L2 Relay solution can provide the best performance to Remote UE, with low complexity. 
2. Text Proposal
It is proposed to capture the following changes vs. TR 23.752.
[bookmark: _Toc519004414][bookmark: _Toc517082226]* * * * First change * * * *
[bookmark: _Toc50557386]8.3	Key Issue #3: Support of UE-to-Network Relay
For Key Issue #3 (Support of UE-to-Network Relay), the followings are taken as interim conclusions :
UE-to-Network Relay conclusions are subject to confirmation from RAN2 and SA3 for normative work.
The final decision on whether or not to proceed with Layer-2 and/or Layer-3 into normative work will be made in cooperation with other WGs.
* * * * End of changes * * * *
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